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The Cover Story
Samrat Ghosh, UK

The story of this book is interesting. My father, Shanker Kumar Bose, was
gifted this by an acquaintance. He knew my father collected old curios. This
gentleman purchased it from a bookstall on the footpath for Rs 5 only.

Interestingly, you will note that this book was printed in Allahabad, even
though there were printing presses in Calcutta at the time. The reason for this
is not clear. But this does prove that at least one Allahabad press had facilities
to printin Bengali at the time.

This first edition of the book was personally gifted to Mr Amol Holme, who
was Secretary to Tagore and later on worked for Calcutta Corporation.
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' ,1 | | have always had a deep interest in the
minds of others, and how they experience the
i\ world. | pursue this interest partially as a
neuroscientist, and partially through my art. It

: is impossible to truly experience something
through the eyes of someone else, but my work tries to
capture the experiences of those around me, and
inevitably, how | experience them as well through the
lens of my depiction. | love sharing my thoughts with
others in this visual way, and | love seeing the contents of
other people's brains in the form of their art as well.

Inside Back — Darjeeling
Rhododendron, Pg 37

Durba Bandyopadhyay

Durba is a doctorate in Microbiology,
currently a consultant with IMRB — Kantar
for an UNICEF governed project on Health &
' Nutrition. Photos taken in Darjeeling during
her recent visit. Durba loves art, poetry and
music.
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Saumen Chattopadhyay Pancharaser Dhara, Pg 48

Saumen is an avid outdoor enthusiast
and enjoys hiking, trekking, and
photography. He also takes part in
recitation, drama, mind science, Native
American flute and Indian classical
music. Saumen is an entrepreneur in the field of
investment research and portfolio management. He lives
in Chicago.
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Batayan magazine is published by BATAYAN INCORPORATED, Western Australia. No part of the
articles in this issue can be re-printed without the prior approval of the publisher. The editors are not
responsible for the contents of the articles in this issue. The opinions expressed in these articles are
solely those of the contributors and are not representative of the Batayan Committee.
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On behalf of Batayan team we want to thank Samrat Bose
Jor letting us use the precions book from his father's collection.
I also want to acknowledge Sujay Datta from Cleveland,
USA for all his support. Special acknowledgement goes to
renowned Bengali anthor Nabakumar Bose for trusting us
with his new novel which will be published in sequels.
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"“We write long books where no page perhaps has any quality to make
writing a pleasure, being confident in some general design, just as we fight
and make money and fill our heads with politics-all dull things in the
doing-while Mr. Tagore, like the Indian civilization itself, has been
content to discover the soul and surrender himself to its spontaneity."

IR

Gitanjali Translation,
Introduction by W.B Yeats,
September 1912
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““Ihave got my leave.
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| bow to you all and take my departure.”’
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““‘Here | give back the key of my door . . .

and | give up all claims to my house.

| only ask for last kind words from you.”’
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Saswati Basu — Profession: University Teacherin Economics, lives in Sydney.

| enjoy this beautiful life thoroughly. Particularly | enjoy listening to songs, reading books on
sociology, short stories, and travelling around. | love watching drama, good cinema and tennis. |
also love to experiment with new cooking recipes and share them with our friends. Believe in
donating money to voluntary organisations for the people in need.
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Vincristine (previously Oncovin), used to treat acute lymphocytic
leukemia (ALL), is one of the most effective and safe medicines and is in |
the World Health Organization's List of Essential Medicines. It is a Vinca
alkaloid that can be obtained from the Madagascar Periwinkle |
Catharanthus roseus .The drug was initially discovered by a team led by
Dr. J.G. Armstrong, then marketed by Eli Lilly and Company. Eli Lilly
required one ton of dried leaves to produce one ounce of Vincristine.

Catharanthus roseus
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Indrani Mondal studied in Calcutta and Jadavpur Universities, India, and holds a PhD in Philosophy and
Social Studies. A freelance writer in both English and Bengali, over the last decade Indrani has written
fiction, nonfiction and poetry mainly on social and cultural issues facing immigrants and has published three
books of poetry “Fugitive Wings”, “Pratidin Sati Hoi” and “Raater Sarir”. She is an active member of the
Chicago Creative Circle, Unmesh and is the current coeditor of a bilingual online newsletter.
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