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The Back Cover Story by Samrat Ghosh, UK

The story of the book — “BALAKA” is interesting. My father, Shanker Kumar Bose,
was gifted this by an acquaintance. He knew my father collected old curios. This
gentleman purchased it from a bookstall on the footpath for Rs 5 only.

Interestingly, you will note that this book was printed in Allahabad, even though there
were printing presses in Calcutta at the time. The reason for this is not clear. But this does
prove that at least one Allahabad press had facilities to print in Bengali at the time.

This first edition of “BALAKA” was personally gifted by Rabindranath to Mr Amol
Holme, who was Secretary to Tagore and later on worked for Calcutta Corporation.
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Rabindranath Tagore Photo : From “BALAKA”
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Sugandha Pramanik Title Page & Page 15

Dr. Sugandha Pramanik is a lecturer in
Applied Psychology in Kolkata. She is an
avid reader, culinary enthusiast and a classical
music lover.

Benjamin Ghosh Artwork
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i In the shadows of her trees we meet
E in the freedom of her open sky.

Our dreams are rocked in her arms.

— Rabindranath Tagore
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Indrani Mondal

On Tagore's Child Literature
(in the context of The Crescent Moon)

It was our special text for Elective English in 7" grade. A collection of poems with a front cover
picture of a thin sliver of waxing moon with a little child riding on it like a canoe in the darkened
sea-sky. Our English lit teacher told us it was a collection of poems for children written by
Rabindranath Tagore or more accurately translated by the poet himself from his various Bengali
poems in Sishu and Sishu Bholanath. The book was called as you have surely guessed by now, The
Crescent Moon. When writing literary appreciation about the poems in that book, | remember
saying how | enjoyed the descriptive word pictures they drew but the ‘deeper' meaning, that our lit
teacher insisted we write about, somehow eluded me.

Since then | have always been intrigued by the fact that most of Tagore's child literature was
not written for children but more about children. That is to say, they idealize child qualities of sheer
innocence, clarity of vision, simplicity of enunciation, restless questioning and honest curiosity.
And all this from an adult's point of view. Some scholars say this is because Tagore was deeply

influenced by British Romantic poets. Remember William Wordsworth's oft-quoted,'... child is
father of the man ..." from his evocative yet super simplistic poem 'My heart Leaps up' or
'Rainbow'?

This is not to say Tagore didn't write any child friendly poems at all. By child friendly | mean
poems which children instantly comprehend and connect with, and because of the fun and easy
cadence of such poems, can instantly commit to memory as well. Think about Sahaj path, which
in spite of being a beginner's manual for learning Bengali language, remains an epitome of millions
of rhymes, that are so catchy and buoyant in meaning, so bright and fresh in presentation, that
they sound like the pitter patter of playful children. Some ever-popular children's poetry per se by
Tagore are, '"Kumor parrar gorur gari...', 'Amader choto nadi...", 'Taalgaach ek paye dariye...", also
'"Mone karo jeno bidesh ghure, maake niye jacchi anek dure...'etc. Then again there are children's
poems like, 'Diner alo nibhe elo, sujji gelo dube..." (from Kori o Kamal) which has Bengal's most-
recited children's couplet,'...Brishti pare tapur tupur, nadeye elo baan ...". Interestingly this poem
ends with an inevitable extension of vision by a poet, who is really a philosopher, bringing in
glimpses of a world view which transcends a little child's periphery of vision. Thus, the poem
ends with,'...Na jani kon nodir dhare, na jani kon deshe...kon chelere ghum parate ke gahiche
gaan...'ideas that involve from an adult thinker's universalism.

Now turning our attention to The Crescent Moon, which was our 7th grade special text, it can
surely be said that the tone and feel of almost all the poems in this collection have a wistfulness at
the adult's world's loss of innocence as compared to a child's world of inherent, innocent
happiness. In my copy of the book, the first poem, Home, had an illustration by Nandalal Boseg, of
amom in a white sari, carrying her child on her shoulders, that | really liked, but | have to admit, the
essence or ideas of certain lines that the poem start and end with, '...the sunset was hiding its last
gold like a miser.." and '...young lives glad with a gladness that knows nothing of its value for the
world ...", while beautiful to read slipped over my juvenile sensibility.
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Most poems in The Crescent Moon are replete with such lines, which are loaded with
significance more appropriate for mature minds. For example, the poem Janmakatha, translated
as The beginning or The Source in The Crescent Moon, abound with ideas that made sense to me
only after | became a parent myself.

Other poems in The Crescent Moon, have lines like, “...I hire you with nothing ...", from The
Last Bargain which also comment on how the child is Nature's unspoiled gift to humans, in
contrast to grown ups who are wrought with the task of making choices that can make or break
them.

The Wicked Postman, The Land of Exile, The Astronomer etc. are poems that are spoken by
the child. But these too have hints of notions which a young mind, that the poet eulogizes, cannot
readily dwell upon. The First Jasmines bring echoes of Wordsworth's The Rainbow or My heart
Leaps. Both poets voice similar sentiments, Wordsworth marvels that his heart still leaps up at the
sight of a rainbow just as it did when he was a youngster. Tagore muses, a garland of fresh,
fragrant jasmines enthralls him as an adult just as it did when he was a child.

My favorite poem in The Crescent moon was and still is, On the Seashore.

It was my favorite poem back then cause the word pictures would make me remember how
fun and free it had been as a child, to play on the sea beach with the relentless breakers rolling in
with froth and salty spray, on our summer vacations to the sea resort Puri. Years later, this poem
came to me as a sharp and intensely descriptive contrast of the unfettered joy and fearless
abandon of a child in its purest form, as against the stress-ridden adult world of ruthless bargain,
searing responsibility and fear of future hurdles. As such for me this poem remains a marvelous
ode to the simple beauty of the quintessential child vis-a-vis the hue and cry of our grownup world.

In conclusion, | have to admit, that though as a school student | was baffled by the 'inner
meaning' of the poems in The Crescent Moon, the poems had a magnetic pull of detailed imagery
that made me search, find and read the original Bengali poems they were translated from. The
mellifluous language and natural rhymical flow of the poems stuck in my mind, making me return
to them over and over again. As my personal experiences evolved, | found myself able to go
beyond the linguistic, even poetic qualities of these poems, discovering new insights into their
many strata of meaning. This has only reinforced my view, that reading a truly great writer's work
is never a “been there, done that”, kind of experience, but one that slowly and surely reveals
hidden treasures that enlighten and enrich our psyche in new ways, as we encounter them at
various stages, in the ongoing process of living. In short, The Crescent Moon when read by a child
appeals in one way but when assessed by an adult, amazes with its wealth of philosophical truths.
When Tagore's children's literature has the charisma to draw us in different ways, for different
reasons, at different times, we can gladly give them pride of place in the treasure house of his
collected literary works.

Indrani Mondal studied in Calcutta and Jadavpur Universities, India, and holds a PhD in Philosophy and
Social Studies. A freelance writer in both English and Bengali, over the last decade Indrani has written fiction,
nonfiction and poetry mainly on social and cultural issues facing immigrants and has published three books of
poetry “Fugitive Wings”, “Pratidin Sati Hoi” and “Raater Sarir”. She is an active member of the Chicago
Creative Circle, Unmesh and is the current coeditor of a bilingual online newsletter.
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Saswati Basu— Profession: University Teacherin Economics, lives in Sydney.

| enjoy this beautiful life thoroughly. Particularly | enjoy listening to songs, reading books on
sociology, short stories, and travelling around. | love watching drama, good cinema and tennis. |
also love to experiment with new cooking recipes and share them with our friends. Believe in
1 donating money to voluntary organisations for the people in need.
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In Yesenin Country — Solzhenitsyn

Four monotonous villages strung out one after another along the road. No gardens,
and no woods nearby. Rickety fences. Here and there some garishly painted shutters. A
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pig scratching itself against the pump in the middle of the road. As the shadow of a bicycle
flashes past them, a flock of geese in single file turn their heads in unison and give it a
cheerfully aggressive honk. Chickens scratch busily in the roadway and the yards,
searching for food.

Even the village general store of Konstantinovo looks like a rickety henhouse. Salted
herrings. Several brands of vodka. Sticky boiled sweets of a kind people stopped eating
fifteen years ago. Round loaves of black bread, twice as heavy as the ones you buy in
town, looking as if they are meant to be sliced with an axe rather than a knife.

Inside the Yesenins' cottage, wretched little partitions that do not reach the ceiling
divide it up into what are more like cupboards or loose boxes than rooms. Outside is a
little fenced-in yard; here there used to be a bathhouse where Sergey would shut himself
in the dark and compose his first poems. Beyond the fence is the usual little paddock.

| walked around this village, which is exactly like so many others, where the villagers'
main concerns are still the crops, how to make money, how to keep up with the
neighbours, and | am moved: the divine fire once scorched this piece of countryside and |
can feel it burning my cheeks to this day. Walking along the steep banks of the Oka, | stare
in the distance with wonderment — was it really that far-off strip of Khvorostov wood
which inspired the evocative line:

The forest clamorous with a wood-grouse's lament...

And is this the same peaceful Oka, meandering through water meadows, of which he
wrote:

Hayricks of sun stacked in the waters' depth...

What a thunderbolt of talent the Creator must have hurled into that cottage, into the
heart of that quick-tempered country boy, for the shock of it to have opened his eyes to so
much beauty - by the stove, in the pigsty, on the threshing floor, in the fields; beauty which
for athousand years others had simply trampled on and ignored.
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Visiting the Beloved Wife of a Dead Poet

‘Papers, books’ she said ‘wherever | lay my hand.

A few half-finished poems, another somehow or other

complete. It was all there in the poems, wasn’t it?
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In one the sky grew pale, in others a street
came and went.

That was how we spent our lives.’

Her voice,

as if coming from far away, faltered,

and then moved on in the quiet room. Then

she showed us a book that lay open on the desk
which the poet had touched, left for the last time.

‘He sat there, reading this book,

and then we saw it slip from his hand.
That was all.’

And that’s what she said, her face
behind her hands, as if eclipsed

by the shadow of a passing cloud.
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Shubham Sanyal

Heave Ho!
Robi Thakoor's 'Khorobayou Boi Bege'

Winds are roaring at a great pace,

Clouds are covering heaven's face,

Won't you boatman steer away the boat oar?
You can man the hull out there,

While | pitch the sail our here

And let us both cry out, “Heave Ho! Heave Ho! Heave Ho!'

Hear the sound of clanking chain, ringing in tormented vein
This is not the rendering of the mighty ship's anguished pain!
Struggling hard to break the shackles of the iron bonds in vain
Rocking up the vessel from stern to bow!

Come on let us all cry out. “Heave Ho! Heave Ho! Heave Ho!"

Days and nights have passed on by
And you may be wondering why
“Should we steer ahead of return back?
But don't let your spirits stray

Fear and doubts will fade away

Move on with your will and just stay on track!

When there cometh the doomsday

Thundering clouds are on their way

Hurricanes are churning up the waves into a mighty sway!
Don't you fear, oh my dear, join the Nature's beat and pray
And certainly you shall the glimpse the VIBGYOR !

Come on let us all cry out. “Heave Ho! Heave Ho! Heave Ho!'

music. Shubham has directed and acted in multiple plays in Bengali, Hindi and English. He is an active
member of Unmesh, the Bengali literary society in Chicago and has written several stories, poems, articles

and published a book of Bengali comic stories called "Time-Pass'.

Shubham (Subrahmanya) Sanyal is an IT Program Manager based in Chicago. He graduated
Vo in Mechanical Engineering from IIT Delhi and passed MBA from the Delhi University. He
‘j' moved to USA in 1997 and has been settled in Chicago since 1999. His passions include drama, literature and
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Shubham Sanyal

The Hero

a Child's Fantasy

(Americanized adaptation of Rabindranath Thakur's 'Bir Purursh')

1. Imagine we are traveling through the day
With Mama to lands far away.
Mama with her knitting kit and fan
Sitting 'neath the Caravan roof
I'm on my trusty stallion 'Dan’

Sending up dust-smoke at each hoof !

2. The sun descends below the battered plain.
We emerge into a bleak terrain.
Boulders, bushes and cacti -
Nought but wilderness meets the eye.
So, Mama, you anxiously ask me,
“Koko son, tell me, where are we?”
Casually | reply, “Mamma dear,
Yonder flows the river, why fear?'

3. Thorny bushes dot the dusty ground.
Ahead we spy the pathway veering round.
No bird, no beast comes into our sight;
They're homebound with the onset of the night.
We know not now to which place we walk
For every thing ahs blurred out with the dark.
You call me and whisper to me then,
“What's that light | spy within the glen?’

4. Suddenly rings out a piercing yell.
Red Indians are riding down the dell !
Huddled in a corner of the cart
You pray to God with all your heart.
The drivers two who thought themselves too smart
Have disappeared in fear of their lives.
Assuring you | say, “It's okay Mom !
I'm still here with my two Colt 45's”
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5. With bows, arrows, spears and tomahawks
Indians now are thundering down the rocks !
Furiously | cry out, “Hold on there !

Stop before it's late, or if you dare
Come nearer you shall not return!”

Yet they laugh and come without concern.

6. “Koko we must flee!” you plead to me.
| say, “Mom, just relax and see.”
With both guns drawn | ride to meet the 'Red’
Arrows now are whistling by my head
My guns spit fire, and fast one by one
They topple over, and then ....they're all gone!

7. By this time you've plunged in grief and dread
For you think that Koko's surely dead.
Suddenly from by your side you hear
“The fight is over. They're all gone, Mama dear.”
You jump out and in great ecstasy
Pull me to your bosom and kiss me,
Saying, “Dear, you are a worthy son!

1

A braver man | know not anyone

8. So many things happen every day.
Why can't such a thing be true some day ?
Wouldn't that be a fabulous tale to tell?
Listeners would be bound as though in spell.
And Uncle Bob would tease me and say, “Waaal,
Koko is not that brave at his best!”

But townfolk would pat my back and say,

“Koko is the Hero of the West!”
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Shubham Sanyal

The Mantra of Life!
Robi Thakoor' “Tomar Holo Shuru”

My task here is done,

While yours has just begun.
And thus "tween you and me
Life just ....goes on and on!
Lights brighten up your home
Friends in merry-making spree!
The dark night descends on me,
And stars just lead me on...

My task here is done....while yours has just begun!
You stand firm on solid ground
While | float in the sea.

You can sit back, relax

While I'm on a moving spree.

Your earnings rise every day

My savings are on decay.

The grey future shakes your mind,
....but my worries are all gone!

My task here is done....while yours has just begun!
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A Note from the Editor
Satyam Roychowdhury

Rabindranath Tagore wrote with great abundance, even in English. And the present anthology
of his English writings purposes to showcase almost the entire gamut. Apart, from the letters,
most of the writings are translations. But even as he renders his own writings or Kabir's into
English, he transcreates. He writes mellifluously in English just as he does in Bengali, displaying
the same confident strength of his genius, the same high norm of stylistic elegance and
intellectual brilliance. Tagore's English writings are, to quote D. H. Lawrence in a different context,
“the perfect utterance of a concentrated, spontaneous soul”, although in a language not his own.
His finest single achievement in English is his Gitanjali or Song-offerings which this collection
includes. Tagore's English Gitanjali evinces a sensibility of language animated by both a sense of
compassion and artifice, taking us to the lofty rendezvous of the poet's intense personal
engagement with God. His supreme discourse on the Realization of the Infinite deeply penetrates
into the quivering meaning of

existence. ;
SELECTED ENGLISH WRITINGS & PAINTINGS OF

“The Upanishads say: be lost RABINDRANATH TAGORE
together in Brahma like an arrow

that has completely penetrated its
target. Thus to be conscious of
being absolutely enveloped by
Brahma is not an act of mere
concentration of mind. It must be
the aim of the whole of our life. In all
our thoughts, deeds we must be
conscious of the infinite. Let the
realization of this truth become
easier everyday of our life, that none
will live or move if the energy of the
all-pervading joy did not fill the sky.
In all our actions let us feel that
impetus of the infinite energy and
be glad”. As we can see, even in his
English writings Rabindranath
doesn't let words run away with
him. Far too good a craftsman for
that, he chooses his words with
immense care and displays his
usual passionate intensity. And
most of his English writings also
have the characteristic mystic
essence.

EDITED BY
SATYAM ROYCHOWDHURY
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However, no selection of Rabindranath Tagore's
writings can be universally satisfactory. Differences of
opinion will always be true. The writings in this volume
have tried to cover the entire range, from the simple to
the contemplative, from the dramatic to the narrative,
from the passionate to the complex. And all through the
volume, in whatever his is writing, he remains
unwaveringly Rabindranath. Last but not the least; |
would like to thank Sri Baridbaran Ghosh for his
immense contribution to the book. It was truly an

enriching experience to be associated with someone Satyam Roychowdhury is the Managing
who has such vast knowledge on Tagore. | sincerely Director of Techno India Group and the
Chancellor of Sister Nivedita University.

thank Sri Ranjan Banerjee for his crucial inputs which ! : ;
I J J : G AR A He is a fond listener of Rabindrasangeet,

helped in shaping the book; my friends from Deep also known as Tagore Songs, and is an
Prakashan — Sankar da and Diptangshu for their avid reader. This Book is a collection that
untiring efforts; my family members for their love and celebrates Rabindranath Tagore's (the

great poet and Nobel Laureate) short

; stories, plays, articles and poems. It has
my dear students, faculty and staff members, for being been critically lauded and has received

there with me at every step of the way. wide acclaim across the globe.

support and the wonderful Techno India Group family —
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“The child who is decked with prince's robes
and who has jewelled chains round his neck
loses all pleasure in his play; his dress hampers
him at every step.

In fear that it may be frayed, or stained with
dust he keeps himself from the world, and is
afraid even to move.

Mother, it is no gain, thy bondage of finery, if
it keep one shut off from the healthful dust of
the earth, if it rob one of the right of entrance
to the great fair of common human life.”

— Rabindranath Tagore
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