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Suparna Chatterjee

Eulogy to Ray, hundred years on ...

Into a haze of smoke, I walk in,

An early morning’s sun it was then.
Old age I expected to sight

As he sat still with his mighty height.

Reading and absorbing words in silence

Like learning and praying,

Both wrapped in soft day light.

He looks up curious,

“T’is some little girl” tapping his chamber’s floor,
He must have thought,

And distinctly I remember this and nothing more.

Each year I grew, borrowing wisdom from Life
Plainly felt, I’ve seen God in flesh

And those dreaming eyes,

Like flickering candle light

Casting shadows long on the floor,

Will remain clasped to my mind

For ever and ever more.

My tongue remained stuck in the jaw
Once I read, you’re no more.

I didn’t talk to you, but I prayed to recover you,
I never could tell if my prayers were not true
Or if it was destiny that could only spare you.

Relish in Grand Prix to Oscar, nine days left to birthday
Yet you became another of death’s prey.

As a film-maestro you took leave
While empty remains stage,
Thousand tear-soaked eyes lament
The heartbreak, you underwent.

Every time I close my eyes

Behind high-piled books I see you,

Sitting immobilised, reading, and you soliloquise
Night’s starry face, fairy power’s win and magic,

All wrapped in the hands of chance’s way

For movies acclaimed both in home today and far away.
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On their knees, world pay homage to you
As you’ve won people’s heart,
Like Holy Grail, love’s offered
And the chalice filled to every part.

The train that went

Through the village of Nischindipur
Took the creator away,

Yet, hundred years on

Good film making, You still represent
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“The weight of this sad time we must obey ... The oldest hath borne most. We that are
young/Shall never see so much, nor live so long”.
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Amlan Bose — born and brought up in Jamshedpur and Patna , had graduated from IIT Kharagpur and served the
Engineering fraternity in various positions in top rated Indian and Foreign companies abroad for more than four
decades . A pleasant and adorable personality , he was University / college blue in cricket , Hockey, soccer and Table
tennis and has a spontaneous flow of literary talents in creating, directing and producing unique stage work mostly on his
own scripts. He produced and directed several Dance drama and Drama in Calcutta, Delhi and also for the Indian
Embassy during his long tenure in Jakarta. He enjoys writing short stories, travelogue and mysterious stories.
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Dr. Jayanti Bandyopadhyay — is a Professor of Accounting and the Graduate Program Coordinator at the Bertolon
School of Business at Salem State University in Salem, Massachusetts. Jayanti co-founded SETU (Stage Ensemble
Theatre Unit), a not-for-profit English theatre group portraying Indian origin plays in English in Boston, Massachusetts.
She loves to write stories occasionally and is a passionate cook. She was born in Kolkata, India. She currently lives in
Boston with her husband, Gautam.
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Sudipta Bhowmik — He lives in USA. He is an engineer by profession but his passion is drama. His plays have been
staged in different cities of US and India. His plays have been translated in Hindi, Marathi and English. He is a member
of Dramatist Guild of America and founder of his own theater group in New Jersey called ECTA (Ethnomedia Center Of
Theater Arts).
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