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My humble tribute to our beloved kolkata
in watercolour on paper.
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jabe ki aamar sathe ...

My humble tribute to our beloved kolkata

tumio hete dekho Kolkata ...

“Kolkata” ...

In watercolour on paper
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Debasish Gooptu

HAVING LOVED YOU
(Translated from the original in Bangla by Jibanananda Das)

Bright they shine in daybreak's light —
Droplets of water on lotus leaves;

Whence do they come, in the blink of an eye,
Whence do they depart with the night ?

For many births, I harbored an ache in my heart;
And so you took birth as a lotus leaf this time;
As dewdrops of the dark,

The sound of dewfall on lotus leaves,

Dripping throughout the night.

What a challenge though to confine

Little droplets within those leafy binds.

Restive yet, yearning for lasting love,

This droplet, mine, I merged in yours upon a lotus
leaf;

Aglow in your glow,

Your virtues I acquired,

Tender in hope of an endless love that abides.
Alas, how ephemeral is life!

Still have I gained a grain of life's truth:

This likeness, yours and mine, upon a lotus leaf.
Blue skies, the earth this sweet,

Buoyant sunshine,

The paddy-husking pedal's steady see-saw;
Quivering lotus leaves —

The droplets shake and shift —

The lotus leaves run dry.
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