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Editorial

Is peace a place we can go to or something we create within ourselves? Do
we find peace in the familiar: time relaxing with family and friends? Do we need
to risk and push our boundaries to renew ourselves, traveling to other places,
meeting and learning to understand people with completely different life
experiences? What makes us whole and gives us renewal?

This March issue of Batayan features stories of personal hope and dreams for
freedom and peace in society. In A Glorious Defeat: History of the INA, Anjan
Roy shares the history of freedom fighter Subhas Chandra Bose, respectfully
called 'Netaji', struggling for India's liberty during World War Il. In A Journey
With No Return, Mohan S. Kharbanda shares a family history of separation and
perseverance during the partition of India and Pakistan. Carla Jankowski and
Kathy Powers stretch the boundaries of their lives and hopes in Book Worlds and
Is This Bliss? respectively. Vasanta by Souvik Dutta shows the divine and natural
beauty of spring in Bengal. We wish you a happy spring and hope this issue of
Batayan renews your spirit.

Jill Charles
English Editor
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Vasanta

Souvik Dutta, Chicago, IL

AfTTATSAIIRYTATD HATATHAR |
lalitalavangalatapari§ilanakomalamalayasamire |
T BRI D b T plSTTPTAPN |
madhukaranikarakarambitakokilakujitakunjakutire |
faexfa sRRe wRaaw |
viharati haririha sarasavasante |
Jafd gafae= w9 |
nrtyati yuvatijanena samam sakhi
faRfEST R 3= gaH | |

virahijanasya durante - dhrvam ||

~ Chapter 3 Verse 1 of Jayadeva's Geeta Govindam, Raag Vasantam

In this Vasant (spring) the gentle vernal breezes from mountain peaks of Malaya flirt with the
slim tendrils of the clove trees in the valley. The breezes carry the fragrance of sandalwood from
the mountains and mingle with the delightful fragrance of the cloves spreading the fragrance of
both all around.

In this Vasanta the bowery cabins come to life with the intermingled buzz of honeybees’
swarms and croons of “kokila” throngs. The union of these sweet sounds creates a union that
lives around the region.

In this season of union of smell and sound, in this season of creation, in this Vasanta, the
Krishna you seek is gloriously frolicking and dancing with his young “sakhis” in Vrindavan right at
this moment, for this is Vasanta, isn't it?

Let us all go to meet our Krishna all of us who are lovelorn because it is Vasanta, it is the time of
union.

Spring has a special place in our hearts. It symbolizes creation, beginning, renewal and love.
Ancient sages have always associated festivals with seasons so that the spirit of the season can
be remembered by humanity.

Hindus have six seasons and based on regional classifications each season is allotted certain
months. Bengalis have mapped the seasons to months as detailed below:

Bengali Month Ritu

Boishakh, Joishtho =TT (Summer)
Asharh, Srabon TS (Monsoon)
Bhadro, Ashwin *ARFIST (Antumn)
Kartik, Ogrohayon (B[ (Late Autumn)
Poush, Magh RS (Winter)
Falgun, Choitro PIBFIT (Spring)
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Phalgun & Chaitra these two months which form the season Vasanta have always fascinated
the creative minds of the sages. Phalgun is said to begin after the last new moon (Amavasya) of
Magh giving way to the new beginning of spring.

The night before the Amavasya of Magh is called Magh Caturdashi also known and celebrated
as Mahashivaratri. Shiva, detached and uninterested in interacting with the world, sits atop the
snow clad Kailash. He is dry uninteresting winter. Shakti as Prakriti entices him, melts the snow
around him, and requests him to unite with her. She is Basanti, the personification of spring.
Purush (as Shiva) unites with Prakriti (as Shakti) to take the world from the detachment of winter
to the attachment of spring.

The most important way to remember Vasanta is through color. The dryness of winter
disappears as nature rejoices with life, with vitality and with color. This message of spring is
celebrated by the fun festival of Holi on the full moon of Phalgun. The celebration of Holi has
strong ties to both Vasanta and the love of Radha and Krishna. As per folklore, in his youth, Krishna
despaired that the fair-skinned Radha would ever like him despite his dark skin. Yashoda, with light
laughter, asked Krishna to approach Radha and color her face so that she would also be colored
like him. This Krishna did playfully and thus began the celebration of Holi on the full moon of
Phalgun.

As the new moon of Phalgun gives way to the month of Chaitra, the spirit of Vasanta is
reinforced by the celebration of Chaitra Navaratri also called Basanti pujo. The goddess who is
Prakriti personified is worshiped as a girl who is about to reach puberty, as a daughter and as a
would-be mother. The message of fertility of nature and dependency of man on Prakriti is
reinforced in the worship of the divine feminine in the month of Chaitra.

The divine epic of Ramayana comes to life in Chaitra month when Rama Navami and Hanuman
Jayanti are celebrated in the same month.

The message of Vasanta is renewal, love and passion. Longing of love is not possible without
separation and thus Vasanta also celebrates Ram whose separation from Sita only makes his love
for her stronger. The reparation of Krishna and Radha only leads to the increased passion they
have for each other. Vasanta is just not the season for the happy union kind of love; it is the season
for every kind of love, even the one for which the lovelorn Radha rushes to Vrindavan to dance with
Krishna.

As Jayadev so brilliantly wrote in Geeta Govindam, Vasanata is the season of union. Neither
the separation of winter nor the aggression of summer stands a chance in this season. It is a
season that is kind, playful and cares about the other, not just the self. Let us see through the
message of the sages hidden in the beautiful festivals of Vasanta and live it through our lives.
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The Proposal

Samrat Bose, liford, UK

It was getting colder as the evening wore on. Krish barely noticed the draft as he walked
briskly towards the front of the museum. His mind was in a whirl but despite the apparent ruffled
state of his mind, he was clear about one thing. He had to reach the serpentine steps that led to
the portrait gallery. He had frequented this place quite a few times in the past. An ardent art lover,
he had time and again marvelled at the different exhibitions that this place hosted, many of which
he could illafford to attend. Sometimes it was his work while at other times the steep prices kept
him away. He had managed to attend a couple which featured artists who had always fascinated
him.

Only this time, it was a different occasion and fascination was not quite the word to describe
his emotions. He passed by office goers trying to outpace him on their way home on this chilly
evening. Doubtless many of them had spent the day in some cosy environment, protected by
insulated windows and artificial heating. Now thrown into the chill before they entered their warm
homes again, they grasped their overcoats and jackets as they rushed in hoards towards the
underground stations and bus stops.

Krish took a final right turn and reached the front of the huge building. There were tall pillars
that made up the front, supporting a large domelike structure at the top. It reminded him of some
of those ltalian buildings from the renaissance; but that was where any hint of resemblance
stopped. He looked at his watch. There was still time to watch the crowds before he made that
phone call.

It had all started with a phone call, actually. Three years to the day, he had made that phone
call, although by mistake. He thought he had called a friend but had actually dialled the name
above. Smartphones are smart for certain things, but not enough to read minds. He therefore got
the shock of his life when a woman's voice came through. The voice was familiar enough to open
a deluge of memories, though he remembered how he had tried to keep any excitement in his tone
at bay. He had paused a few seconds, not answering the repeated hellos from the other end and
had snapped out of his reverie just in time. “Is that you, Nandita?” he had asked.

That single question did not quite so much come from his instant recognition that he had mis-
dialled. In fact, he was spellbound at how fast the mind works; how quickly he had travelled the
thousand and one images in his mind from years ago. Thinking back, he later realised that it had
been thirty years since he had last heard her voice. The initial teenage hesitation had been replaced
with the initial mature confidence, but as she gradually realised who was calling, the hesitation
returned. It then gave way to familiarity and finally to resigned laughter before they bade goodbye
that day, much like how things had unfolded so many years ago.

They had discussed this and that and about life in general. All through the conversation, there
was this constant between the lines urge to know that one information about the other person.
Finally, they both acknowledged this and on Krish's comment that sometimes on tired days he
bothers not to cook because no one else would be inconvenienced, she agreed how it is best to
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self-manage one's affairs without assistance or interference from anyone else. Relieved at last,
they had laughed heartily after a momentary pause.

Thereafter, through life's twists and turns, they had kept in touch. Sometimes they did not talk
for long periods, though occasional messages kept them abreast of each other. Sometimes they
lost touch altogether, but rested assured that it would be just a message or a phone call to restart
things again. That s, if things needed another restart.

And so it was after one of those longish pauses that he had called her up and said that he
would like to speak to her again later at some predetermined hour. This evening was the evening
and unknown to her, he was again on his way to another exhibition and he wanted to speak to her
before he entered the museum.

He looked at his watch again. It had started to turn just that little darker. Dusk. Yes, that was
the word for it. The sun had officially set, though there were the last of its rays visible in a last ditch
attempt to light the world before darkness took over. It was almost some sort of a reminder that it
would still be there the next morning, though Krish could not be entirely sure. The wind was now
gathering pace and all of a sudden, the number of people around him had considerably lessened.

It took a few rings before she picked up the phone. “Sorry, was at the door,” she said.
“That's all right,” said he, “you've always been the social type, remember?”

“Social, my foot. It was the delivery man but with the wrong address.” He smiled. “Guess
what?”

“What?"”

“I'm calling you from the same spot | called you from when we reconnected. | knew | would be
coming here, so couldn't help.”

She paused for an instant. He could almost imagine her face but could not fathom if she
thought this was rather sweet or whether there was an expression of resignation, much like what
some of Picasso's models may have had when they saw their portraits.

“Wow!"” she said, much to Krish's relief. “That's incredible. that's actually so...” she broke off.
“Sorry, did not quite catch you there,” said Krish, yearning to hear what she wanted to say.
She seemed to pause for a second or two. “That's so nice,” came her voice again.

They talked about this and that. Krish wanted the moment to be still, absolutely still. He was
anxious, however, that his own eagerness did not shine through too much. He was happy to leave
all that shining to the sun, which, despite all its promises of a new dawn was actually sinking.

The streetlights had come on and the passers byes had become less still. The street artists and
acrobats who earned their livelihood in front of the gallery had more or less gone and the last one
was counting his days earnings. A few pigeons soared overhead and made their way to some
ledge of one of the nearby buildings. Apart from the cars and buses in the distance, the streets
were less lively than even half an hour ago. The draft had become colder with time and Krish drew
himself together as he sat on the stairs making the call. Their conversation had petered to long
pauses and few words.
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...l wanted to ask you something, Nandita,” said Krish.
“Whatisit?”
“Nandita, will you marry me?”

There it was. Abrupt, but it was done. He had no romantic lines to say, no flowers to give or
chocolates to share today. But he knew he would not be able to return home without knowing one
way or the other. They were miles apart, two souls, without having met for thirty years. She knew
him as one awkward teenager while for him she was the one who had been the first to fascinate
him.

After what seemed like an eternal pause, came her reply. Krish listened like he had never
listened before, fascinated. Her voice, like always, carried the jingle regardless of what she said
and her laughter was always infectious.

Krish laughed. The wind blew harder and somewhere close by, a million leaves fell in a silent
applause. Krish, with his phone set close to his ear, started to walk towards home.

A curious study in contrasts, Samrat pursues pixels, paintbrushes, prose and poetry.
Influenced by the surrealist and cubist art movements, he finds his inspiration in the
random micro-moments of the macrocosm. He is someone in pursuit of an unknown
mission, dabbling here and there and hoping he never finds it, for that would end this
wonderful journey.
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A Glorious Defeat

Anjan Roy, Chicago, IL

[Not many North Americans know that a large number of the Indian population had taken up
arms in South East Asia to free India from the British rule and the man who spearheaded that
movement, many consider him the “George Washington of India”, was Subhas Chandra Bose,
respectfully called 'Netaji' (the revered leader). American Historian Professor Peter Ward Fay
wrote:

“Halfway through the Second World War there appeared quite unexpectedly in South East
Asia an army, an Indian army; an army with an adored and indomitable leader by training not a
military man at all; an army that using Malaya as a base, Burma as a launching pad, and Japan
as a helpmate, tried - even as the war in that part of the world wound up towards its by then
inevitable close - to throw the British out of India.”

Ironically, the contribution made by that army to the cause of India's independence has not
been recognized. Although its efforts failed, it has been established by many Western Historians
that this Army, known as the Azad Hind Fauj or Indian National Army, left a long lasting influence
on the Indian population, particularly on the British-Indian Army. History says that the British
Administration became worried with the changing political situation in India as the public
sympathy towards the INA soldiers and the INA's influence on the Indian servicemen in the British
Army grew steadily after 1945. The reason for which the British hurried to transfer power and
leave India could be found in this Official Memorandum sent to the Viceroy of India by Sir Henry
Twynam, Governor of Central Provinces:

“l am bound to say that | do feel some uneasiness as to the attitude which Indian troops may
adopt if called upon to fire on mobs. The disposition towards a sudden change of attitude in a
tense political atmosphere is present now, | think, as it was in the days of the Mutiny.”

With the aforementioned prelude, | tried to tell the story of the beginning of the end of the INA
and how it influenced the British's decision to quit India, in a very brief way possible. The names
Bose and Netaji are synonymous]

By the end of February, 1945 it became apparent that the Indian National Army's (INA) efforts
to enter Imphal from Burma and move deep into India had failed and it also became obvious that
the Japanese could not hold on to Burma much longer because of the rejuvenated British-Indian
army's advancement with American assistance. But INA's Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose did not
want to retreat from Burma, he ought to go to Mount Popa, a steep, isolated 5000-foot mountain
instead, where one of his most trusted men Lieutenant Colonel Prem Kumar Sahgal of the INA's
2nd Division was camped. Bose's only wish was to 'fight the British unto death.' Hugh Toye
wrote: “he would lead the INA to victory or death,” as he had promised his troops that he would be
with them “in darkness and in sunshine, in sorrow and in joy, in suffering and in victory.”

Bose was in Meiktila in Western Burma at that time and his fellow officers were vehemently
opposed to his going to Mount Popa. British-American bombers were bombing the area heavily.
But Bose was adamant. Hugh Toye wrote: his motivation was: “his soldiers must create such a
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legend of heroism and determination that their countrymen could be inspired to raise the banner of
revolution again in India.” At one point Lieutenant Colonel Shah Nawaz lost his patience, he told
Bose: “you are proposing to risk your life,” he said, in effect, “just to show your personal courage,
but this is selfless and you have no rights to do it; your life is not your own, it is a precious trust for
India, held in our keeping: we are responsible.”

Not only non-stop bombing by the allied airplanes, the INA's fighting forces faced with
multifaceted problems such as, shortage of arms and ammunition, paucity of food, clothes and
shoes, communication and medical equipment, medicines and above all non-cooperation from the
withdrawing Japanese. Many of the INA soldiers became sick of malaria, diarrhea and other
ailments. And there were the problems of desertions. Bose was devastated with the news of daily
desertions by his soldiers and officers and their surrender to the British. Bose ordered shoot at
sight for the deserters and arranged evacuation of sick and injured soldiers. He also ordered
evacuation of the women of the Rani Jhansi regiment for them to return to their parents. A report
came that an advancing British-Indian armored column came only 16 miles of Meiktila. Bose
agreed to get away if he could to Pyinmana (on way to Rangoon and eventually to Singapore). The
sky was full of enemy planes and the villages of British spies. Shah Nawaz wrote:

“| filled up the car with grenades and ammunition.... When we entered the car and started off
[at about 9 a.m.] Netaji was sitting with a loaded Tommy gun in his lap. Raju [Bose's doctor]
had two hand grenades ready. The Japanese officer was holding another Tommy gun and | had
aloaded Bren.... We all were ready to open fire instantaneously. The Japanese officer stood on
the foot-board of the car to be on the look out for enemy aircraft.”

Netaji returned to Rangoon on March 2, after receiving the news of daily desertions.
Nevertheless, the brave INA soldiers fought bravely here and there, but most of them died or taken
prisoners. Shah Nawaz had returned to the front. It may be noted here that Prem Kumar Sahgal
surrendered in Mount Popa on April 4, 1945. Shah Nawaz and Gurbaksh Singh Dhillion were
captured near Pegu on May 13, 1945.

On April 24, 1945 Netaji set off from Rangoon by road on way to Siam (Thailand) and Malaya
with a large contingent of INA officials and the women of the Rani Jhansi Regiment. Major-
General A. D. Loganathan was left to preside over the INA surrender in Rangoon with 5000
soldiers. Netaji arrived Siam on May 21, 1945. It was an arduous and dangerous journey, marching
mainly under the darkness at night on foot and partly by train to avoid enemy bombing. He had
offered Captain Lakshmi Swaminathan to come with his team, but she refused to leave Burma.
She was eventually captured while hiding in a Gurkha village near Mawchi in early May 1945.

Upon arrival in Singapore, the Azad Hind Government's cabinet met frequently to discuss
future options of its very existence including the future of its Netaji. There was no doubt in
anybody's mind that the British agents were looking for Netaji, dead or alive. In the mean time the
Americans dropped Atom Bomb in Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6 and 9, 1945 respectively.
On August 10 Japan declared its intention to surrender, which it did and on August 15, 1945. The
USSR declared war against Japan in August 1945 and entered the Pacific War. There were not
much options left for the Azad Hind Government to consider, yet they met over and over again to
discuss options:

1. Netaji will stay in Singapore and surrender to the British Army with all his military and civil
staff.

45



2. He will stay in Singapore but remain underground under the protection of his followers.

3. He will move to Siam and stay in Bangkok (the King of Siam had actually offered him a safe
sanctuary) disguised as a monk in a Buddhist monastery, until the dust is settled.

4. He will fly to Manchuria with his cabinet colleagues and try to negotiate surrender to the
Russian authorities.

The 'final decision', according to S. A. Ayer, Publicity Manager of the Azad Hind Government,
was 'out of Malaya definitely, to some Russian territory certainly, to Russia itself, if possible. Netaji
conceded that it would be an 'adventure into the unknown"'.

The next morning, August 16, 1945, Netaji signed and issued the following order: “During my
absence from Syonan (Singapore), Major General M. Z. Kiani will represent the Provisional
Government of Azad Hind.” It may not be out of place to mention here that arrangements were
made to distribute sufficient money to INA soldiers and civilians affiliated with the Provisional
Government, to see them through at least six months. He also made it sure for the five hundred
women of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment camp in Singapore and the forty-five cadets he had sent to
Tokyo for training in the army and the air force to return to their families with adequate funds and
provisions. That day he arrived at Bangkok in the afternoon. On August 17, he took off from
Bangkok airport and arrived Saigon. According to Leonard Gordon : on August 17, 1945 Netaji
arrived Saigon to find out that there were no arrangements made by the Japanese for him to move
to Manchuria. It was mid-morning. He went to the home of an Indian Independent League member,
where he shaved, bathed and went to sleep. But he was awakened within an hour with word that a
plane was warming up at the airfield. In that plane there was an army officer named General
Tsunamasa Shidei whose task will be to negotiate the surrender of Japan's Kwantung Army, and
who will therefore be in a position to introduce Netaji to high-ranking Russians. Initially, Netaji had
requested for a plane for all his Cabinet members to fly together. But today, he was offered only
one seat. Netaji refused to board the plane and negotiations followed. Eventually, he was offered
one more seat and an assurance that another plane will be made available for the rest of his men to
fly as soon as possible. Everybody was in a hurry to get away from Saigon. Netaji selected Colonel
Habib-ur-Rahman to accompany him, not his old submarine met Major Abid Hasan. Per Sugata
Bose, he might have picked Abid Hasan, his submarine voyage companion, but Habis held the
higher military rank and had served as his deputy chief of staff in Singapore. It was a twin-engine
bomber of the type known as Sally. The five members of Netaji's Cabinet who were left behind
were hoping to join their leader in a day or two, but it was not to be.

The plane carrying Netaji and others landed at Touraine airfield (now Da Nang) in Vietnam in
the late afternoon on August 17, 1945. The pilot decided to spend the night there and attempt to
over-water flight to Formosa next morning. At Touraine the Japanese crew lightened the plane by
removing the machine guns and some of the baggage. At five the next morning, Saturday 18th of
August, 1945, the plane took off again with its crew of four, its six Japanese army officers and
two Indians, and arrived at Taipei six to seven hours later. At Taipei, while the crew refueled and
checked the engines (the port one ran a little rough), the passengers ate lunch in a tent. They
boarded again about two-thirty in the afternoon.

Peter Ward Fay wrote: “Bomber or no, the twelve men plus the remaining baggage and a full
load of fuel were almost more than the Sally, which was old and tired, could manage. Nearly out of
the runway when at last it lifted into the air, it climbed steeply, both engines laboring, and at less
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than a hundred feet lost the port propeller, which tore loose with a noise like a backfire. A wing
dropped. The plane dove, stuck the ground, and broke in two. Shidei, pilot, and copilot died
instantly. Habib-ur-Rahman was knocked unconscious, but regain consciousness soon and tried
to lead Bose out the back. Baggage blocked their way so they turned and made for the front,
which by now was on fire. Habib reached the ground safely. Gasoline, however, had soaked Bose's
uniform, the uniform caught, and by the time he struggled free he was a living torch. Habib tried to
beat the flames out with his hands. Bose seemed unable to help himself. Habib noticed that his
face was battered and cut.

“Men came in trucks and carried the survivors to an army hospital. There Japanese doctors
did what they could for Subhas Chandra ..... He had third-degree burns over most of this body....
For several hours he was conscious and quite clear in the head, though in terrible pain. Then he
sank into a comma. Habib, who was lying the same room with burns on hands and arms, told Ayer
later that Netaji spoke to him before he died. “Habib,” Ayer's rendering goes, “l have fought all my
life for my country's freedom. | am dying for my country's freedom. Go and tell my countrymen to
continue the fight.” Fay continued: “it is possible Bose never spoke at all. But we can agree with
Leonard Gordon that these were the words he would have wished to say, and would have prepared
himself to say... He died between nine and ten that evening. It was still Saturday, the 18th (of
August, 1945).

Let us look at Sugata Bose's book: “He (Netaji) stood outside the plane with clothes burning
and tried to unbuckle the belts of his bushcoat round his waist. Habib's hands were burned in the
process of trying to help him. As he was fumbling with the belts, he looked up and his heart nearly
stopped when he saw Netaji's face, “battered by iron and burnt by fire.” A few minutes later, they
both lay down exhausted on the ground of Taipei's airfield..... The next thing Habib knew, he was
lying on a hospital bed next to Netaji. For the next six hours, Netaji slipped in and out of
consciousness. During those hours he never once complained about the wrenching pain he must
have been suffering. In a delirious moment, he called for Abid Hasan. “Hasan yahan nahi hain,
Sab, main hun, Habib” (Hasan is not here, Sir, |'am Habib) - Habib-ur-Rahman explained to him.

Netaji told Habib in Hindustani what Ayer had quoted as saying that he had fought for his
country, etc....At about nine that evening, Netaji's mortal end came, peacefully.” Habib tried to fly
Netaji's body either to Singapore or to Tokyo. But it did not happen. At last Habib had to consent to
a cremation in Taipei. The cremation took place on August 20; Netaji's ashes were placed in an urn
and kept in the Nishi Honganji temple, close to the hospital. On September 5, Habib boarded an
ambulance plane in Taipei with Netaji's mortal remains, on his journey to Japan. The urn was
eventually taken to Renko-ji temple in Tokyo.

There have been controversies, as Ayer had predicted, about the death of this revered Indian
leader. Many people still believe that Netaji survived that plane crash and went hiding. But, why
would the Japanese lie? Most importantly, why Habib-ur-Rahman would lie? To this writer, the
more important issue today is to examine the fruits of Netaji's efforts. There is no denying the facts
that the British left India because of the influence of Azad Hind Fauj (AHF) on the Indian armed
forces. The British administration could not trust the Indian army any longer after 1945, which
had been the backbone of its power. This writer hopes that one day AHF's contribution to the
India's freedom would be recognized and the thousands of men and women who died fighting the
British to free India under the banner of Azad Hind Fauj will be honorably remembered and given
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due place in the country's history. Can there be an “Azad Hind Gate"” built in Kolkata, similar to the
“Victory Gate” in Paris, initiated by Napoleon Bonaparte, to pay belated homage to the fallen
Heroes of Azad Hind Fauj? Jai Hind !

Author's Note: 1. Professor Peter Ward Fay obtained his PhD in History from Harvard
University and taught History at the California Institute of Technology. He also taught at the IIT
Kanpur for 2 years. He did extensive research on the subject and personally interviewed some of
the INA survivors including Lakshmi Swaminathan Sahgal, Prem Kumar Sahgal. 2. Professor
Sugata Bose (son of Sisir Kumar Bose) teaches History at Harvard University and personally
interviewed many INA survivors including Habib-ur-Rahman, Abid Hasan, S.A. Ayer, Lakshmi
Swaminathan Sahgal, Prem Kumar Sahgal. 3. Hugh Toye was a British Intelligence Officer posted
in the South East Asia during the Second World War and personally interrogated many of the INA
prisoners of war captured in 1945. 4. Professor Leonard Gordon taught History at Brooklyn
College, The City University of New York; Associate Director of the South Asian Institute,
Columbia University, etc. He is an award-winning writer.
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Koenigsee

Jill Charles, Chicago, IL

Years ago at the art museum,

| saw Koenigsee in a golden frame
A fairy tale lake, blue as moonstone,
In the piny Wartzman Mountains
The secret lake of Bavarian kings

In a far corner of Germany.

“I'd love to go there,” | said.

“But | never will. | can't afford that.”

You told me to go,

To seize my dream

Like a hobo hopping a train.
Wanderlust took my hand

And | peeled off my job, my apartment,
My city, my country.

Across the Atlantic,

Through the Tyrol meadows

On a sleek German train

| hiked for miles past pale birches
And half-timbered houses.

Past the tourist buses,

And silent electric boats,

The clear blue lake stretched out.

| picked a golden Schuesselblume
And sank my toes in the cold April water of Koenigsee.
| knew then that | could go anywhere

And the lake looked just like the picture.
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If Our Hearts Travel

Jill Charles, Chicago, IL

There is another country
In this one
You can walk or go by bus

You can reach it if you listen.

Every language sings
You know the feeling

If not the punctuation.

There is another country here
You can taste it if you try

In falafel and tahini

In pistachios from Rome

In baklava jeweled with honey

The soup pot in every home.

You are welcome in the game
Children from lIraq, El Salvador
Playing tag or hide and seek
Kick and chase the soccer ball
As they recognize each other

The parents nod and smile.

Men drew borders on the map
States and nations come and go
If our hearts travel every day

The whole world will be home.
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A Journey With No Return

Mohan S. Kharbanda, Austin, TX

From time immemorial, we were people of Chenab River — one of the five rivers of Punjab,
India. Chenab holds a special place in every Punjabi’s psyche. Its very name, Moon River in English,
and folklore about tragic loves on its banks (Heer & Ranja, Sohini & Mahiwal) associate the river
with mythical romantic powers. My father was born in Gajj Da Kot across one bank of Chenab and
my mother in Chaniott on the other. My grandparents moved downriver to Lyallpur after the
English governor of the state, Sir Charles James Lyall, founded it.

| was born in Lyallpur in 1946. The family had by then long put down roots in the new city and
become affluent. Our family lived in a large estate in Lyallpur with multiple floors and bedrooms.
One of the significant features of our house was modern plumbing that included a Western
flushable toilet — a novel feature in late 1930s.

| was 18 months old when India was partitioned. The story below is what | have learned from
my family.

In early August 1947, a train of half-alive Muslim refugees arrived in what is now Pakistan.
They told a harrowing tale of murder, arson and rape on the other side. The Muslims of Lyallpur
vowed revenge. Later that month occurred the great massacre of the Hindus and the Sikhs of
Lyallpur. Sikhs were especially singled out. They could be easily spotted.

That week, a neighborhood near ours was attacked by a mob, led by a Muslim Sub-Inspector.
In the evening, the family could see a huge wall of smoke and flame rising to the sky. Throughout
that night Muslim groups armed with guns, pistols, spears, hatchets, and bamboos wandered
about the streets attacking and setting fire to the Hindu and Sikh owned shops.

As the week advanced, panic buying by Sikhs and Hindus pushed up prices for gold, weapons,
horses, and horse carriages. Prices doubled every day.

My father was on the Indian side for business and chartered a plane to fly our extended family
out of Lyallpur. In the evening, we left in various horse carriages called tongas. Not all could fit in
the carriages, which were soon overflowing. My older brother, 13 at the time, had a new bicycle
and had me sit on the bar and hold onto the handle while he steadied me with one hand. My father
walked beside us.

As we approached the canal bridge, we saw murdered Sikhs lying on the canal banks. My
father, unsure if we would make it safely, gave some of his money to my brother and asked him to
bicycle off if we were to encounter a mob.

When we approached the plane, there was pandemonium. The pilot had taken money from the
rich among the people at the airport and had already filled the plane. My father, who had chartered
the plane and paid in advance, was furious. He boarded the plane with my uncle to argue with the
pilot but the pilot shut the plane door and the plane took off with my father and uncle. We were
stranded on the tarmac.
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With the plane gone, we returned to the house. It was hot in the noon Punjab sun. Mobs were
more active in the evenings when it was cooler and we made it home safely.

That week, with the situation worsening, our local community issued instructions to all the
residents to jump from the rooftops to the next house and then to the following until they reached
the safety of our neighborhood Gurudwara. Women were instructed to wear at least two dresses
and hide gold jewelry on their persons. My mother, in our father’s absence, did not sleep and
moved to the top floor terrace in the evenings to keep vigilance.

In fear, we waited for our father’s return. Two days later there was an announcement by the
police that they could not protect us. They asked that Hindus and Sikhs either leave for India or
assemble at Khalsa College by 4PM, which was set up as a refugee camp. My mother resisted the
move — she wanted to wait for father’s return. There were no phones or other means of
communication then and our father may not have found us had we left for the refugee camp.

That evening as my mother began to cook for us, my father suddenly appeared at the house
and said with urgency that we had to leave for Khalsa College right away. It was past 4PM. He had
bought railway tickets for us but the railway station was not safe since he had heard the sound of
bullets and found Sikhs and Hindus pouring out in the hundreds from the direction of the station as
his train arrived in Lyallpur. Apparently Muslim guards had taken over the train station. There was
no time to pack or discuss it further. The horse carriage was waiting outside.

The refugee camp at Khalsa College was safer when we arrived but earlier, the Baluch army
had molested and abducted a few young girls and looted the refugees of their gold and cash. Sikhs
and Hindus decided to kill their young wives and daughters if there was a danger of abduction
again.

The college was not set up to house such a large number. It was unhygienic and wretched.
Some children fell ill but | was spared. Most did not sleep much at night. We heard distant drums
beating all night long, and sometimes the air was pierced by the dreaded cry of ‘Ya Ali.’

My sister, about 5 years old at the time, recalls that one of her earliest memories is of watching
mother cook food for the family in the camp making use of makeshift bricks and firewood. This
was an early indication of the deprivation and hardship the family would endure for the next two
decades.

In the camp we learned that our house was sealed to protect it from the looters. It also meant
that it was already earmarked for a police officer or a politician. We were at the camp for roughly
three weeks. Sporadically, buses were arranged at exorbitant prices to take refugees to the new
Indian border. There was a mad rush to board the buses when they arrived. It cost Rs 600/head
(current prices over Rs100,000) for the bus ride— a very large fortune in those days. In the melee
my brother and sister, 13 and 10 respectively, boarded a bus for Amritsar. It left before anyone else
from the family could board. Many families were separated and it took months before they were
reunited.

While still stationed at the refugee camp, and after the bloodletting had diminished, we were
informed that a military convoy was headed to Amritsar. We walked to the place where the convoy
was to commence. We reached quite late and the night was pitch dark. We were informed that the
departure was being delayed until 4 AM due to security concerns.
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Mother decided to put us to sleep and went to the camp to fetch some blankets from the camp
so that my siblings and | could sleep on top of them rather than on the floor. It was a dark night and
she discovered that she had followed a wrong distant light and had reached a place called ‘Clock
Tower’, where she was confronted by military. She was threatened to turn back else she would be
shot down. Trembling with fear, she somehow found her way back to the place where the convoy
was to commence the next morning.

The next morning, the convoy commenced on route to Amritsar. There was a mad rush again
and not enough room on the military vehicles. Some of our extended family and my second oldest
sister were able to board and left for Amritsar.

My parents and the remainder of the family left a few days later. It was slow moving. We saw
caravans moving in both directions. They consisted of thousands of refugees who walked 8-10
people abreast. Some brought their livestock with them. On route to Amritsar, the family saw a
well filled with dead bodies of women who had plunged alive to save their honor. It was said, with
Punjabi hyperbole, that our beloved Chenab River was red in color for days due to the wounded and
dying floating bodies.

It was the longest August for our family but at the end of the month we were rejoined at the
family shop in Amritsar. But not everyone was so fortunate. My aunt (mother’s sister) was killed,
along with her family, except for one son who survived by faking death. His was a harrowing tale.
He survived for two months - alternately sheltered by Muslim friends and hunted by others before
he made a safe passage to India. During his hiding, he heard rumors that his sisters were
abducted and alive. We made attempts to locate them but never found them. This remained a
private wound for my mother.

For months after we moved to Amritsar, the news of killings and losses continued to come.
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Our father’s friend offered to have us stay on the first floor of his house. Stress, and hygiene
conditions took their toll and most of us, including me, were sick and down with diarrhea. One of
my sisters had typhoid. My younger brother was born in this house.

My early memories began to take shape around this time. Golden Temple, as we know it today,
is usually crowded. However back then, it was crowded several times over with hardly a room to
move. It was a much sought after place by every refugee even two years after partition.

Two generations have passed since partition but | know that we were shaped by its aftermath
for better and ill. We experienced many moves (Amritsar, Jaghadhari, Bombay, Saharanpur and
then back to Bombay) in the next four years, a period of general uncertainty and deprivation. My
father tried his hand at businesses but they were not to succeed. He sold the shop, mother’s
jewelry and eventually became an accountant for Rs 80/M. Later my older brother, still in his teens,
joined the same company. My eldest uncle assisted us financially when required.

Later we moved to Jagadhari to try our luck in business again and lived with my grandparents
in a tiny room. When that did not succeed, the family split for a few years. Father and older two
brothers moved to Bombay and my mother and the younger siblings moved to a house allotted to
us for refugee settlement in Amritsar. | was eleven years old before we could afford to all live
together again.
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During this time, my older brother and sister, after they finished tenth grade, became
schoolteachers at new schools for refugees. One brother worked as a ticket checker for the Indian
Railways. My sister and | bound books part time. We were ten brothers and sisters and it was
tough for the two brothers in the middle to study with multiple moves and schools in different
states with their own medium of instructions. But the family continued to sacrifice and persevere
and had the younger ones focus on studies. Over the years, with help from scholarships and part
time work, eight of us armed ourselves with college degrees and found ourselves a part of the
emerging Indian urban middle class. My four older siblings stayed in teaching positions so that the
younger ones could pursue professional careers in sciences.

| was perhaps the luckiest and finished engineering at lIT and in 1971 moved to the United
States for an MBA with a bank loan guaranteed by a family friend who had done well.
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In my teens, | used to wake up with nightmares but | also know that my story is only one of
roughly 14 million. Studies in the West have shown that refugees the world over, like abused
children, suffer from high cortisol (a stress hormone) and blood pressure. Muslims suffered
equally. There were no winners. We were all a part of the largest migration in human history. One
caravan alone had 400,000, refugees, so large in sheer number that it took about 12 hours to pass
a given spot on its route. A million perished. In six weeks, half as many Indians and Pakistanis lost
their lives as Americans did in four years of WWII.

India has forgotten about partition but it is alive in the lives of people who made this journey
with no return. My siblings and | were denied childhood. Our pre-partition wealth has eluded us
but we don’t crave it. Partition has been a terrible reminder as to how terribly delicate is the fabric
of civilization, of the vigilance required to protect it and of the painstaking work of mending it once
it has been torn. It is a lesson we were supposed to have learned after Nazi Germany but it has
been repeated after partition in Bosnia, Rwanda and the Middle East. Perhaps we are fated to
forget and relearn. On a positive note, partition has forged among us work ethic, frugality, facing
adversity with courage and a strong sibling bond.

| know the defining moment of my history is receding with each passing year. The next
generation has its own sensibilities where partition is just a footnote. Perhaps it is for the better.
We have made ourselves anew as each generation must. Wish the parents had lived to see it.

Mohan has held key leadership positions in both the emerging and developed world. He has Built and
operated Greenfield businesses in Brazil, India, China and Japan in addition to managing business units in
the United States. Mr. Kharbanda received a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering from the Indian
Institute of Technology and a master's degree in business administration from the University of Minnesota.
He has been a guest speaker for the executive marketing program at the Columbia Graduate School of
Management in New York and has advised the governments of Ghana, Bangladesh, Mexico and Nepal
through WorldBank. Mr. Kharbanda has served on the boards of MedData, eMids and Utopia Inc; is the past
Chairman of the Texas Asian Chamber of Commerce and currently serves on the advisory board of UT
business school Center for Global Business. He has contributed to some business and political journals.
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Book Worlds

Carla Jankowski, Chicago, IL

The world is a book, and those that do not travel read only one page.

— St. Augustine

For most of my life the only way | had seen the world was through the eyes of those who have
written about it in books | found at the library or bookstore.

| was an armchair traveler, reading one tale of adventure after another; yet, wondering when |
would finally be able to go beyond that “one page” and really see the world.

As my students read during their sustained silent reading time in English class, | sat at my desk
spending time in India with Bharati Mukherjee and Clark Blaise. For 10 minutes, four times a day |
read Days and Nights in Calcutta, a memoir of their yearlong visit to Mukherjee’s homeland.

Then | was brought back to the reality of the classroom. Sometimes, to encourage my
students, | would share a favorite line or image from the book | was reading. Usually they would
yawn and politely nod.

That's why | was surprised when Magdalena asked if she could borrow my book after | was
done reading it.

Maggie had shown me the snapshots of the little village in Poland where her family had lived
before coming to the United States. She was a serious student, but | didn’t think any 15-year-old
could possibly be interested in the political, cultural, and marital tensions Mukherjee and her
husband experienced in India in the early 1970’s. | was usually trying to coax my other students
into finishing just one book during the entire semester. Maggie seemed different.

So, of course, | lent her the book.

Over the next seven years | continued teaching, finally venturing out on my own to Eastern
Europe and Japan, but still reading about places | someday hoped to see.

On a cold night in February, | sat at my desk at home, reflecting on the day’s tensions. It
hadn’t been a good one.

| decided to check my e-mail and found a new message from Maggie. She had gone on to
college and occasionally kept in touch with many of us who taught her, somehow remembering
our birthdays and sending us e-mail greeting cards.

This one included some photo attachments.
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There on the screen . . . in full color . . .was Maggie . . . smiling on a cloudless sunny day . . .
against an iconic travel background . . . unmistakable ivory white spherical domes . . . flanked by
exquisite looming spires . . . reflected in along, narrow, glassy pool . . . the Taj Mahal!

She said that reading that book had inspired her to travel to India, and she thanked me for
lending it to her.

And now she inspired me to turn another page.. . .

Dedicated to Bharati Mukherjee (July 27, 1940 — January 28, 2017)

Carla Gubitz Jankowski lives in Oak Park, Illinois. She taught high school English and journalism for 20
years and led teacher staff development workshops in reading and writing through the Chicago Area Writing
Project and Governors State University. She holds a BA degree from the University of lllinois (Urbana) and
MAT from the University of Chicago.

After retiring eight years ago, she has facilitated a writing workshop for adults at Bezazian Library in
Chicago's ethnically diverse Uptown neighborhood. She focuses her own writing on reflections of personal
memories. “Book Worlds” originated as a script for a digital story she produced in 2004, and she is still
waiting for her own trip to India.
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Is This Bliss?

Kathy Powers, Chicago, IL

The mastery of energy
The power of a mantra
The beauty of humanity

The honesty of passion

| feel pulses of my life
My not-dead-yet beliefs
Strong brainy wisdom freely flows

My love, hypomania

These blameless, happy impulses
Spur me on a course
To help myself and others now

Whilst | remain untouched

Oh yes, | always take my meds
| skip along steep cliffs
To me, I'm soaring with the breeze

With persistent connectedness.
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A Sacred Appearance

Bakul Banerjee, Chicago, IL

Rumor has it that tonight is the night
to watch for the ancient beast. We wait
on the red earth shore, bathed

by the glowing sun, to be amazed.

Devotees came by cars and buses
with gifts of fruits and incense
seeking miracles and blessings.
Scientists traveled with machines

to measure its carapace and genes

to find what makes them live so long.

Other curiosity seekers came along.

But, the turtle never emerged after sunset.

We turned into insignificant silhouettes.
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Panchajanya : A Drama Review

Balarka Banerjee, Sydney, Australia

Can there ever be a distinction between religion and state? Can they co-exist? Is there any
purity in politics? Or does power corrupt all, even the purest of heart? How high an individual cost
can be suffered for the greater good? Is god in human form truly divine and infallible or weak and
flawed like every other human? Nandikar's latest production “Panchajanya” asks these complex
and urgent questions through imaginative re-telling of one of the oldest stories in the world the
life and times of Lord Krishna. This original production directed by Sohini Sengupta, depicts the
life of Krishna and the key events that shaped him and also perhaps the nation of Bharat itself. The
play focuses heavily on the early events of Krishna's life, as we see him initially as an energetic,
idealistic young man in Gokul and Vrindavan, spending time with his “rakhaldol” as well as Radha
and the Gopis. However,Krishna is also a fighter and a strategist as he transforms himself
gradually into a fierce warrior and defeats his foes, Kansa and Jarasandha. The second half of the
play shows a much older, wearier version of Krishna. Certain key events of the battle of
Kurukshetra are depicted but the story moves quickly on to the aftermath of the events of the
Mahabharat and focuses on the end of Krishna's life as he struggles with the choices he has made,
the consequences of his actions and his failings.

Panchajanya is presented as a musical and it uses songs and dances brilliantly to great effect.
Many key action set pieces are presented with incredible style and impact through well-
choreographed dance sequences. The play effectively creates several “moments” through
beautiful use of music, voice-overs, dance, lighting and martial arts. These techniques come
together impressively in scenes such as the death of Kansa, the death of Jarasandha, and
Abhimanyu's battle creating sequences that are guaranteed to stay with you for a long time after.
The play moves at a fast pace, jumping back and forth between times and places, always
propelling the plot forward briskly. The entire production has a relentless energy that captures your
interest and holds your excitement from start to finish. Despite the highly dynamic and often
action packed scenes, the play also succeeds in pushing home its ideological, philosophical and
political subtext very effectively. The dialogue is complex and deep but never excessive. There are
layers and layers of political metaphor in the script, which the audience is entrusted to peel back as
they watch the production and possibly along time after the curtain has fallen.

The performances are universally commendable. Shohini takes on the challenging task of not
only directing, but also acting in the crucial roles of Radha and Draupadi. Rudraprasad Sengupta
as Jarasandha and Swatilekha Sengupta and Gandhari as usual give towering performances, in
albeit smaller roles. The stand out performances however were the two Krishna's, as they
accomplished the complex feat of portraying the same character in two almost conflicting ways,
highlighting nuanced similarities and differences. Saptarshi Maulik gives a bravura performance as
the young Krishna that is truly s standout. On the other hand, Partha Pratim Deb (who also wrote
and co-directed) fleshes out all of the conflict heart break and pathos of the character of Krishna
towards the end of his life. A special mention must be made of the many younger actors and
actresses in the production who were crucial in providing a sense of energy and an epic feel. Their
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highly accomplished and often very challenging performances took the production to a level rarely
seen in Bengali group theatre. Lights, music, sound, costume and set design is highly innovative as
it blends elements of the contemporary and the classical. Dreadlocks, tribal face tattoos and even
biker masks are used at the same time as dhotis and ghagras. This gives the whole production an
unusual sense of place and time and makes it feel much more immediate and relatable.

Panchajanya comes highly recommended. A theatrical feast that is visually awe inspiring but
also intellectually challenging, and should be remembered as an instant classic. Panchajanya is
being performed regularly in Kolkata as well as other cities of India, and one should not miss an
opportunity to have an unforgettable theatrical experience.

Author thankfully acknowledges Nandikar Group for providing information about their cast
and team.

Balarka Banerjee is a Molecular Biologist by profession and an executive in a
Biotech company. Besides science his other passions are Drama — writing,
acting, directing — Poetry and Art. He likes good cinema and music. He is a foodie
and a good cook. No wonder he enjoys writing about his experiences and
interests.
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Santa's Fusion Fantasea : A Food Road Trip

Balarka Banerjee, Sydney, Australia

Kolkata these days is in the middle of some form of foodie golden age. The number of
restaurants have steadily and rapidly increased. A lot of the old classics institutions are going
through a revival and taking on the fresh new and innovative restaurants and cafes that are
cropping up all over. The one thing that has also exploded as a result, is the sheer diversity and
variety that is on offer. Be it sushi, fajitas, farfalle or paellas, you can get it all. In this crowded
market it has become increasingly difficult for new restaurants to make mark with a truly novel
concept and cuisine.

This is precisely why the success of Santa's
Fantasea is a standout. To learn more about their food,
philosophy and passion we met with one of the owners,
Kaushik Ghosh for a meal at their new branch Santa's
Fusion Fantasea near Vivekananda Park. The restaurant |
is a large 3 storeyed building with each floor decorated in
a different theme with large impressive murals,
sculptures, clever lighting and unique furniture made
reclaimed wood. The main draw for
Santa's restaurants is their cuisine
which is Indian tribal food. To be honest
I, like probably most people, had little or
no knowledge about tribal food. | was
entirely unsure as to what to expect
and | was particularly curious as to
what lead to this choice of cuisine for
their restaurant. Over a delicious mocktail, Mr. Ghosh told us his story, about how he started off
with tiny but successful seafood restaurant, without any formal training. He then opened up a much
bigger restaurant in Golpark and designed a menu inspired by Indian tribal cuisine. Mr. Ghosh and his
business partner Avijit Saha have travelled extensively throughout India, particularly focussing on
the many indigenous people that still live in remote parts of the country. They spent time in the
community, integrating with them and learning their food. However, introducing a previously
unheard of menu in Kolkata is a courageous move as most customers tend to prefer the tried and
tested favourites. Although initially foot fall was low, their popularity increased gradually as word
got around. Soon the Golpark branch was getting filled out regularly which lead them to open these
other two outlets.
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Mr. Ghosh had already ordered some of his
signature dishes and the first and probably the most
iconic ones came out to us. The dish is call “Bansh Pora
Manghso” or “bamboo smoked goat meat”, adapted
from the tribal people of Odisha. The dish consists of a
joint of young bamboo stem, split in half and filled with
marinated goat meat. The bamboo joint is then put back
together and smoked on an open flame. Not only was
the dish visually theatrical, the taste and aroma was
something memorable. The meat itself was cooked
tender and the spicy marinade was exciting and
complex. It was very evident that a number of spices
and fresh herbs were used in perfect balance. But the
real standout flavour was the smokiness from the
bamboo itself. Smoked bamboo is not a flavour | have
had before in smoked meats and | was not sure how it -
would compare, but the truth is that the flavour worked especially well with the dish.

The unigue spices and herbs that were used in the dish made me curious as to how they went
about sourcing his materials. Furthermore, the menu focussed heavily on seafood including fresh
octopus, crabs and squid which are not common in Kolkata. Mr. Ghosh explained the challenges of
sourcing special spices and how he had spent months and years establishing networks all over
India to secure his supply, down to the actual bamboo stems itself. The fresh seafood is largely
sourced from Orissa, brought in to the restaurants in the early hours of the morning. Maintaining
quality and standards is indeed hard work.

—_

The next dish we tried was the “fish ngatok”.
Originally a dish from Nagaland, it is fish coated with
herbs and cooked inside a banana leaf. The banana leaf
technique, as expected adds a subtle smokiness as well F
as keeps the fish juicy and perfectly cooked. The
coating of the fish was once again a perfect blend of
aromatic herbs with strong citrus notes. You can pick up
notes of lime zest, lime leaves, lemon grass and many
others.

We were eventually joined by Mr. Saha as we started hearing more
of their travel stories. Their entertaining adventure tales could easily
have been made into a “Food Network” series anywhere else in the
world. They recounted stories of the strange and wonderful food
experiences they have had over the years. Such as, how the meat in the
original version of the “Bansh Pora Mangsho” is supposed to be squirrel
and how one of the tastiest things they have ever eaten is a type of
wasp. They were out on a road trip for almost a year, gathering
knowledge and experience. They commented on how friendly and
inviting tribal people are in general, and how all it takes is sharing a
drink of some home brew liquor.
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The final dish we enjoyed was “Nalli kebab”.
The dish consisted of two lamb shanks, initially
slow cooked and finished off in an oven. The spice
combination this time had a definite north Indian
flavour to it. The meat itself was falling off the
bone, tender and moist. The dish is rich and
satisfying and would be a hit with any meat lover.
That brought us to the end of an excellent meal.
There were still several items on the menu which
drew our interest, such as tribal rice, octopus, and
sweet pudding made out of onions, but :
unfortunately we were all very full. The entire meal was a special experience. The noticeable thing
about each dish was how well the flavours were balanced, while being bold and new. The flavour
profile was distinct for each dish and it was evident that a great deal of research and thought had
gone into each dish. The other stand out was the respect that was shown towards the produce.
Not only is each produce painstakingly sourced, it also treated extremely well in each dish. The
fish and meat was cooked perfectly and was always the star of the dish. The portions are
generous and prices quite reasonable (most main being Between Rs 200-400). The service was
knowledgeable and attentive and we were told that they are open to accommodating large groups
or functions as well.

The Santa's restaurants have achieved something rare, introducing an almost unheard of
cuisine in India and make it into a success, challenging people's palettes. We made a mental not to
come back as soon as possible to try out one of the other interesting dishes. So if people want to
be a little bit adventurous and try out food that is delicious as it is rare, then Santa's Fantasea
comes highly recommended.
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