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Aussie Celebration of an Enigma of Our Time, Srijato
Suparna & Subir Chatterjee, Perth

A poet with fine taste for scotch and coffee
who has broken down the established
fragmentation of prose, poetry and music,
heartthrob of the millennium's generation, spent
some time in the continent of Australia. Being far
away from Europe and US, Australia has long
missed out on the sought-after presence of many
imminent poets, authors, vocalists and
established names who are touring regularly to
promote Indian culture across foreign domain. In
the US, Bongo Sonmelon has successfully made
artists from both popular and the traditional genre
of Indian culture and arts, easily accessible to local
Indians, while Australia with its sparse population
continues in its dry isolation. Sporadically through
individual and at times government supported
events there has been celebration of Indian artists
but not at the frequency nor abundance as in the
US or Europe. Hence having a contemporary artist
of the time visiting multiple cities of this remote
continent was indeed a big deal.

Srijato Bandopadhay, born in a musical family,
grandchild of classical vocalist Tarapada
Chakravarty, was destined to be a classical singer
yet soon realised that within the structured
melody of Hindusthani music, he was unable to
fully express his creative free spirit. He took up
poetry at this early time, later winning Ananda
Puroshkar with his published poem anthology,
Uronto Shob Jokar. Srijato soon knew that he would be experimenting with genre, breaking down
myths and testing for mast to create his own uniqgue style. A prolific writer, yet Srijato finds time
to compose songs, and in recent days he created history translating Mirza Ghalib in Bengali. The
thought of ghazal in Bangla may have sounded like an adventurous expedition but when we have
an inspiring spirit like Srijato who likes to experiment and traverse boundaries, it is well expected.

Beginning a 15-day tour of Australia, already having made his mark in Sydney, Canberra and
Melbourne along with a personal trip to Cairns, he arrived with his wife at our sleepy Perth airport
on aFriday,September15,2017. Their flight was delayed by few hours yet the highly active poet
with a lightly packed backpack came striding down the escalator looking around him with great
enthusiasm. His wife had her face painted with small brown and white dots by an Indigenous
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artist while on their tour to Cairns. She proudly displayed the Aboriginal art of face painting,
explaining the subtext of various intricacies involved in the drawing and her chance meeting of the
artist during their travel. Looking at them in admiration, factual details rolled off, all we remember
was a profound happiness and immense respect that engulfed us. We were already warming up to
the guests, at times struggling to maintain an expected distance of awe around a star artist of
Srijato's reputation.

On Saturday September 15, we had our Srijato event scheduled at the Hill Theatre of Murdoch
University. Keeping in mind the busy social calendar of our sleepy town especially at this time of
the year, we expected a small gathering. All those who promised to attend the event, mostly could
make it and they were not disappointed. Contrary to the anticipation of a boring evening with a
poet conversing in Bangla while expanding on intellectual poetic concepts, it turned out to be a
thought-provoking and entertaining evening that we all will remember fondly over the coming
days. With a down-to-earth man who explained various complexities of life in an uplifting manner,
the audience never knew how the duration of three hours ticked off. In sharing an anecdote of his
life, Srijato gave us a profound insight to the ultimate definition of poetry. He fondly recollects that
during a writers' festival tour, while travelling, he and other poets were waiting for a tube rail at a
metro station. One of the visiting poets came up with a distinctive proposal of reciting poetry in
their own language while waiting for the train. With an almost deserted platform, the poets took
their turns to recite a poem of their choice in their own language. A young schoolgirl was their
only audience. As each took their turn to recite, none understood the other but in the growing dark
silence of the night, it was the rhyme, the pause and tonal expression crisscrossing the globe that
created magic for the night. Srijato recited a poem by Shonkha Ghosh, and he coyly added, “That
is the only poet | can ever remember.” Then one from their writers' group approached the girl at
the platform, requesting that she recite a poem. She declined politely on the grounds that she
couldn't remember anything. With the writers' continuing insistence she obliged, quietly putting
down her backpack on the platform and performed a three minutes ballet piece. Then she stopped
and added with a shy smile, “This is the only poetry | know.” The poets remained silent while the
train streamed through and all boarded without another word. Srijato added on the evening in
September for us, “And, my friends, that night, this 15-year-old girl taught us once more, poetry is
not bound through a format, nor language or culture. Poetry is a free spirit.”

The trance that engulfed those poets on that night, extended through the evening of the 16"of
September as we all absorbed every word of this quiet and soft-spoken speaker until it was time to
say Adieu.

On the 19" of September we exchanged our warm and friendly goodbyes, quietly penning
down numbers with many promises of catching up when back in Kolkata. As we settle back with
our daily chores, humming in tune with the regularities, yet in every corner of our house we feel
poetry resonate whether through Facebook postings or the sombre mood while the poet's fingers
drummed on the keypad, all fondly etched in our memory. The poet is busy again in his own
element, strumming words that speak a million protests on anarchy and chaos that waltz to the
time of now. And we have resumed our routine life at work balancing with various demands of life.
Yet the 72hours spent with an enigma of now will be treasured forever as the Aussie celebration of
Srijato brings colour of spring in our humdrum Perth lives.




Jrerse

JERE AEE, Sydney

@ R 2

IR @ S FoeT e,
a2 QeSS AT &R T
By TS W P |

C12 @8 T, a2 3w

(I MF AR TP |

& TETeR *fre |

0! JC, W T A |

et e Refe etz

P, Il — @7 AT I |
0| CEN OIS E R )

22f%, 46! IS ot I3 |
O O FIEl AN 4GSR
W AHR IO IHE |

@ REfs sk I
FAYARR 272 -t |
"R I, 7 T
TR SRE G SPI I |
g e Bige e

O @ G @& FIE |
R AT ZTES A AR
R AGR MY M AR |
G FE @il 2],
Hindutva It €<l Ia FF
SR gD 06! ST

G® AFF LA |

Balarka Banerjee is a Molecular Biologist by profession and an executive in a Biotech company. Besides
science his other passions are Drama — writing, acting, directing— Poetry and Art. He likes good cinema and
music. He is a foodie and a good cook. No wonder he enjoys writing about his experiences and interests.
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Indrani Mondal studied in Calcutta and Jadavpur Universities, India, and holds a PhD in Philosophy and
Social Studies. A freelance writer in both English and Bengali, over the last decade Indrani has written
fiction, nonfiction and poetry mainly on social and cultural issues facing immigrants and has published three
books of poetry “Fugitive Wings”, “Pratidin Sati Hoi” and “Raater Sarir”. She is an active member of the
Chicago Creative Circle, Unmesh and is the current coeditor of a bilingual online newsletter.
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Ananda Sen is a Professor of Biostatistics at University of Michigan. Ananda also passionately pursues the
hobby of acting whenever he can. When feeling stressed, he takes recourse to the Abrho keyboard on his
desktop and types up Bengali poems. He is a regular contributor to Batayan. Ananda lives in Ann Arbor,
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Editorial

As the fall colors blaze up and the nights grow colder and darker, this month's
Batayan English section also illuminates vitality and mortality. Tinamaria Penn's
poem “Cocoa” contrasts the sweetness of a discount candy bar with the
exploited child workers harvesting the chocolate.

In “Spoon” by Viola Lee, a mother's love pours into her child's life with the first
mouthfuls of food and sustains her into adulthood.

Allen McNair's “Moon Is Love” combines true romance and nature's beauty.
Family stories offer protest and perseverance in Lew Rosenbaum's “On My
Mother's 120th Birthday” and unthinking cruelty ignites violence in “It's All In
the Family: A Death in the Gunj” a spoiler-free movie review by Abhishek Roy.

Political change can be terrifying in Maureen Peifer's “One November
Afternoon”, defiantly brave in “My Name Is Ida Mae” by David Nekimken or
comical in “Lufthansa Lip Balm” by Mita Choudhury.

As an added bonus, Suparna and Subir Chatterjee share photos and a story of
meeting Indian poet Srijato Bandopadhay in a rare performance in Perth,
Australia. | hope you find happiness and secrets opening like autumn
chrysanthemums in everything you read here in Batayan. Thank you for sharing
our life stories.

Jill Charles
English Editor
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America Is Great

Jill Charles

America is great

In every food bank

Where neighbors give

Rice, canned beans

Apples from backyard trees

America is great

In each public library

When a reader whispers

To her grandchildren

“These books belong to us all.”

America is great

In the family cafe

Where Dad rings up the register
Mom slices jalapenos

And Grandpa helps the kids
With long division

In back of a dining room

That smells like home

America is great

On Devon Avenue

In Chicago blessed by
The Hand of Fatima

The Mezzuzah of Moses
The Rosary of Mary

And the Lotus of Brahma

America is great

In the long line at the ballot box
In the town hall meeting

In every block club party

In fireworks on the 4th of July

America is great

In every public school classroom

When a student shares extra pencils

Or stands up to a bully on the playground
And says “No one hurts my friend.”

America is great

When we lower the flag to half-mast
And love carries on

And freedom remembers.

Jill Charles grew up in Spokane, Washington as the oldest of four sisters. She majored in Creative Writing at Seattle
University and lived in Florence, Italy for four months studying art, history and the Italian language. In 2007 Jill moved to
Chicago, where she lives in the Albany Park neighborhood. Her career includes nonprofit, legal and school office work. Jill
performs her poetry at open mic nights at The Heartland Café and the Green Mill in Chicago. Read her jazz age novel,

Marlene's Piano, available from Booklocker.com.
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An Exciting Book

Larry Ambrose

| want to happen upon an exciting book,
say, about a castaway on a tramp steamer,
stranded on a deserted island

after the crew kills the captain.

Or maybe a daredevil canyon-jumper

who has been jumping over everything since
speeding down the sidewalk as a kid

on his bike toward a little ramp

made of a board with one end propped up
on a stack of bricks.

| could borrow a feeling of menace

with a book like that. | know | wouldn't
really have anything to fear.

It's only a book.

| could put it down and not return until I'm
ready, or life becomes uneventful enough.

Not until I'm ready, not until | feel like
dealing with the leaderless crew

assaulting the poor castaway with whom

| have traded my identity.

Not until | can save the canyon-jumper,
whose motorcycle just might be sabotaged,
and myself.

| would put my trust in the old sailor

on the after deck of the steamer whose nose
can sense when mortal danger is afoot,

the common sense to melt into the
background when the brawl starts,

and who passes down the secrets of survival.

I'd have faith in the old mechanic with
the greasy rags and shiny wrenches,
and his infallible sixth sense,

the motorcycle wizard who can detect
an engine problem from a block away
in five seconds.

The old sailor is foremost of the sea.
He would aid me, but only to reprove
the crew's violation of his sacred
maritime code. The mechanical
master could be driven

to avenge the saboteur's insult

to his professional dignity.

| want it to be about me.

| am the victim.

| am the castaway.

| am the canyon jumper.

My rescue would confirm my nobility,
my liberator's feelings for me,

my value to the world.

Every story is but a single episode

in an unfathomable saga.The cast-away,
the old sailor, the crew will continue the
story,

as will the canyon-jumper, the mechanic,
and their saboteur. | will elect to stay on
in this episode for as long as | wish.

But that does not matter.

| could answer the boarding whistle of
another ship, the lure of another author,
and let the story go on without me,

put the book down, and tell them,

“Exciting book. Good read,”
when they ask how the book was.
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Cocoa...

Tinamaria Penn, Chicago

i was happily satisfying my addiction

eating my two for a dollar chocolate bar

my stomach was full of corner store ignorance
untapped into reality involving cocoa plantations
everyday sufferings of children

decent slaves of modern slavery

forced young hands sling machetes
chopping down dreams and vegetation
cut open the cocoa pod and legs

that walk in stride with unpaid hot sunsets
allotment small amounts of food
digested to quiet nights and thoughts
longing to go to school

for once to be a child

who doesn't have to wear rags

for once not to be beaten

whipped for hershey, nestle, and mars
multi-million dollar profit that never
shares chocolate with small crying lips
praying for the ivory coast

to release its oppression grip

Tinamaria Penn is a creative word artist and photographer who enjoys finding beauty in the mundane of
everyday life experiences. It is Timamaria's aim to record moments in time through written expression and
still pictures to help these moments to continue to live through the viewer's interpretation. Tinamaria now
resides in Chicago, and her heart stays true to her Cleveland, Ohio roots. Some of her expressions can be
found in her first published book, Clarity In Three Dimensions on Amazon.com
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Destiny

Bani Bhattacharyya, Barrington, IL

My mother isn't in this world anymore, but her comments about how to deal with day to day
life oftenring in my ears.

During the late nineteen eighties, | came to know Jasmin, a beautiful young lady, who
emigrated from Pakistan at the same time | came to the USA from India. We became good friends.
One evening, she invited me to her house for dinner together with many of her relatives. |declined
her invitation because | was invited to another party that same evening. It was to be at a
sophisticated new Indian restaurant in downtown Chicago. | had heard many good comments
about the place. Jasmin felt disappointed because of my refusal, but my mind was made up to visit
Chicago that evening. | explained to her nicely the reason for not attending her party.

At that time, my husband practiced OB & GYN in Aurora, lllinois. He took off that evening,
delegating his practice to his partner. He always carried a beeper even when he was not on call in
case he was needed. | starved all day, so that | could consume a heavy amount of food at the new
restaurant that evening.

While my husband was driving, his beeper went off. He ignored it, thinking it was a mistake.
Again and again, it beeped. By the time we were in front of the restaurant, | could smell the Indian
food sitting in the car. Before parking the car, my husband went inside the restaurant just to return
the beeper call. | was annoyed as | thought he had no responsibility to answer the call because he
wasn't on call at that time.

| waited inside the car, so that | could walk into the restaurant with him after he parked the car.
He returned quickly and started the car in a hurry without telling me anything about the call. He
drove towards home.

To my silent question he answered, "I've to go back to the hospital right now. My partner is in
trouble handling a difficult breech delivery. He needs my help."

| was very hungry by then, but what could | say when there was life and death of a baby and
the mother were in jeopardy? So | kept quiet as he drove fast, breaking all the rules of the road. He
parked in the doctors' hospital parking lot and hurriedly went inside the hospital without caring for
me. | sat in the car with my empty stomach keeping me company. It was dark outside and nobody
was around. Without being upset, | prayed for a healthy baby to be born.

Ten minutes later, a security guard came and opened the car door for me with my husband's
key and asked me to follow him to the hospital. He took me to the doctor's lounge and requested |
wait there per my husband's instruction, because he was helping the other doctor in a Caesarean
section to deliver the stuck breech baby.

My stomach was cramping because | had been fasting all day. There was no food in the room
only coffee. The coffee shop was closed for the evening. | called Jasmin. She asked me, "Where
are you, Bani?"
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| told her the hospital's name. She was surprised and asked, "What are you doing there in the
middle of the night? Are you OK? Where is your husband? How was your dinner?"

| said, "Slow down. I've had no dinner yet. My husband had to return before we had dinner to
help his partner deliver a baby. He is in surgery now."

"I'm coming to pick you up," she said and hung up.

| left a message for my husband in the operating room indicating | was going to Jasmin's
house.

She arrived and drove me to her house in her car. Her guests had already eating. It was almost
10:30 PM, but Jasmin served me dinner and sat with me. Then she said, "Bani, | invited you this
evening and you refused, do you remember?"

| replied, "Of course.” Then | added, "Now I'm remembering something my mother told me,
when | was a child, only seven years old."

"What did she say?"

My mother said to me, "God has already decided for you when, where and which food you'll
have every day. It's all written in your destiny."

Jasmin answered, "So true," with a sweet smile on her face.

Long after midnight, after arriving at Jasmin's house to take me home, my husband said,
"Baby and mother both are doing well."

In spite of Jasmin's delicious Pakistani food, that news was the best treat for me for that
special evening, which I'll always remember.

Bani Bhattacharyya — Since my childhood my passion was to write my day to day events. Born in Kolkata, I came to the
USA in 1960's. Being married in America, | was busy to fulfill my professional duty and taking care of my family. Now, I
live in Barrington, IL and enjoy writing novels, short stories and poems. Many of my articles are now published in Amazon
and in various magazines.
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Lufthansa Lip Balm

Mita Choudhury

North and South.

Definition-defying Tiresias moment when a Samsonite bag of business-class essentials reveals
a stick of Korres balm. No stones?

No rhetoric of malignant tumorous taunts lodged in bones of contention: E-Union-resistant
antipathy,

of South sucking up currency,
of burdens borne by North. While austerity sits frowning on cold thrones of stone.

No bodies embalmed with formaldehyde stories of Greek ruins.

Of unequal exchange.

Of monetary pit falls and myopic gains. The here and now of difference loudly

drowning out the cacophony, mocking Aristotelian women, stoned to silence below the drone
of Airbus engines.

Unintended benevolence in corporate marketing strategy finds expression 35000 miles above
reason and revolution? Thus Korres stands.

With stick to parched lip, not stones, at light end of dark pan-European tunneled
transnationalism. And fissure. Blinded by vision.
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Moon Is Love

Allen F. McNair, Chicago

The moon comes through the clouds
On a black night that comes clear.
In my love for you, | nibble your ear.

The nighttime orb shines so brightly.

Your lips are ripe sweet cherries.
They cling to mine so cool and wet.
You are, my love so dear to me.

As the moon continues to shine above.

The stars soon come out to play.
The nightly ball is here to stay.
| bless the night more than the day.

My heart is a sponge, not made of clay.

My love for you is ever-present.
| am ready to give my life to you.
Your skin, white against the moonlight,

Glistens with love's rich dew tonight.

You are so radiant with your passion.
My love for you is this night's fashion.
| long for your tender, affectionate embrace.

The moon's rays alight your open face.

Kiss me as many are the stars of heaven.
You make me swoon before the moon.
| can't believe that it's already June.

Four months we have loved under the moon.

The nightly part of the day is ours.
Under the moonlight and the stars.
We own the night and all its parts.

We know the love that is in our hearts.

I, Allen McNair, am a self-taught artist and poet inspired daily by the wonders of life around me, and by my present and past
experiences. From individual poetic portrayals in my early years of writing, | have graduated to writing and illustrating my

self-published epic saga, I Dream of A'maresh.
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It's All in the Family

A Death In The Gunj — Movie Review

Abhishek Roy

In her directorial debut, Konkona Sen Sharma takes us to the sleepy town McCluskieganj,
Bihar (now in Jharkhand), India, during the winter of 1979. Based on a short story by her father
Mukul Sharma, which was originally inspired by true events, this film tells a haunting tale of seven
days when Nandan Bakshi (Gulshan Devaiah) visits his uncle O.P Bakshi's house (Om Puri and
Tanuja as, Anupama, O.P's wife) accompanied by his wife Bonnie (Tillotama Shome), their
daughter Tani, Bonnie's promiscuous friend Mimi (Kalki Koechlin) and Nandan's timid, reclusive,
sensitive cousin Shutu (Vikrant Massey). The film starts on the seventh day with a reference to a
death just happened, without revealing much about the victim or any other associated details.
Then it travels back to day one to tell the story in linear “fly on the wall” narrative style, depicting
insights of the family, friends, and their relational dialectics, interpersonal politics, tension, dark
secrets and events leading to the shocking climax.

Right after their arrival in McCluskieganj, we have been introduced to Nandan's friends,
Vikram (Ranvir Shorey) and Brian (Jim Sarbh). With so many characters, it takes time to figure out
who is connected to whom and how, but one thing gets very evident from the start; Shutu is a
target of unintentional and direct bullying by the adults of the family. With subtle references it is
shown that Shutu has recently lost his father and still trying to get over the loss. Although he is a
brilliant student, the tragedy affected his exam results. He is very vulnerable, going through a
difficult phase of coping with the adult world around him and trying to find some solace and
acceptance in his surroundings. But being a soft spoken hesitant young adult he finds himself as
being the black sheep of the family, a common victim in all of their pranks and jokes. This
indifference, antipathy through series of events leads to the horrific climax which deeply impacts
and stays with the audience long after the film is over.
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The brilliance of the film lies in its successful execution of telling a story in an unpretentious
manner without labeling and underlining it to a specific genre. The language of the film moves
smoothly between English and Bengali which reminds me of another debut film, the classic “36
Chowringhee Lane” by the director's mother Aparna Sen. The camerawork by Sirsha Roy is
topnotch creating a perfect Old World gloomy ambience through yellow and brown hued frames.
The minimalistic background music by Sagar Desai and use of folk songs provides a great
melancholic backing. The pace of the film is unhurried but not relaxed, keeping the tension and
discomforting slow-burn suspense until the last frame.

The film stars an ensemble cast consisting all great and dependable actors like Om Puri,
Tanuja, Gulshan Devaiah, Tillotama Shome, Kalki Koechlin, Jim Sarbh, Ranvir Shorey, Aparna Sen
(in a voice role) and all of them delivers memorable performances. But the young Vikrant Massey,
who has just started his career, stands out in his beautifully crafted haunting emotional portrayal
of Shutu.

It is an impressive debut by Konkona and it is undoubtedly one of this year's best films.
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My Name Is Ida Mae

David Nekimken, Chicago

My name is Ida Mae.

| am a member of the human race.

| am black and I'm proud.

| am female and I'm powerful.

| am a full American citizen

even as the white powerbrokers say | ain't.

My name is Ida Mae.

| have a right to peaceful protest

outside the movie theater.

You, Mr. Cop,

as you're dragging me away,

say I'm blocking the entrance,

disturbing the peace.

Black folks and poor folks have been blocked

from quality healthcare, quality education, living wage work
for a long, long time.

It's time to disturb the peace and comfort of you rich white folks.

My name is Ida Mae.

You going to arrest me Mr. Cop,

for exercising my First Amendment rights?

You say I'll get a fair trial.

| have my doubts, but | will be represented.

| will have my day in court.

I will not be silenced.

| won't give you a reason for using your gun or your nightstick.
Resisting arrest isn't going to stick.

My name is Ida Mae.
Like the movie marque says
| am a Defiant One.

David Nekimken is a senior citizen who has been a poet most of his life, with poems published in a few publications. He has
a self-published book of poems Anything and Everything Goes. He is a grandfather with three wonderful grandchildren. He
currently lives in a housing co-op in Hyde Park.
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On My Mother's 120th Birthday: The Ideas of a New Generation

Lew Rosenbaum

My mother, Anna Hodos, was born June 24, 1896. The place was
Oshmyany, a town at that time in Lithuania. | write “at that time” because
it was close to the border with Russia, and, from time to time, was either
in the Russian empire. . . or not. Borders are often political constructs
imposed by imperial states, after all.

My grandfather brought his family to the United States ahead of the
Russian (czarist) army attempting to conscript him (we believe that he
assumed the name Hodos to escape conscription; when we talked about
it, my sister Greta and | could never be sure what their real surname might
be). They came to the U.S. after the failure of the
first Russian revolution of 1905, traveling across
Europe and shipping to the U.S. from Liverpool,
England. Arriving in Ellis Island in 1906, my
grandmother was turned away because she had
an eye infection, trachoma. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, trachoma was the leading reason for immigrants to be
deported from Ellis island. She returned to Europe with her youngest
child, to return some time later through Canada. | can only imagine her
fear at leaving her family behind to go back to Liverpool, knowing no
English; her strength returning to Liverpool, only to fight her way back to
her family in the U.S.

The family must have had some kind of network to rely on. It was a
time of great Eastern European immigration to the U.S. The garment
factories and the tenements where the garment workers lived in New York
were filled with Jewish refugees from the pogroms of Eastern Europe.
Upton Sinclair wrote about Lithuanian immigrants to Chicago in his epic novel of the same period,
The Jungle. Several Lithuanian language newspapers served that large community and periodicals
in nearly every other European language brought the news to those working in the stockyards and
the steel industry. Branches of my family would settle in New York and Chicago, but my
grandparents settled in the small industrial and farming community of Ansonia in Southern
Connecticut. The town was situated on the Housatonic River valley, the home of metal industries
and textile mills. My family must have brought some resources with them, because they
established a feed and grain store serving the agricultural community.

| believe that my mother finished high school. She was slated to work in the store while her
younger brother went to college. Regardless of her educational level, she was caught up in the
intellectual ferment of the period. She would have none of being bound to the small town store.
Greta told me that she ran away to New York to try to make her way there, but her father came
after her and brought her back to Ansonia. She remained rebellious, however, and joined the
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radical movement of the time, the YPSLs or Young People's Socialist League, and was influenced
by the Russian Revolution of 1917. In 1919, John Reed (at that time perhaps the best known
journalist in the U.S.) published his pathbreaking 7en Days That Shook The World, describing his
observations while in Russia during the revolution. Anna got a letter from Reed along with a copy
of the book. Reed wrote that “the Capitalist press is endeavoring to suppress the sale of the
book,” refusing to review it and give it any distribution outside of the big cities in the Northeast. He
appealed to the Comrades to help distribute the book and to make money for their collectives at
the same time.

New ideas permeated the immigrant working class
movement in this period. The big garment workers unions,
headquartered in Chicago and New York, led organizing
drives in New York and New England. The Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York in 1911 killed over 100
workers and sparked the fight for labor law reform for the
next two decades. The Bread and Roses strike engulfed the
textile mills of Lawrence, MA in 1912, with 23,000
workers taking to the streets, defying ethnic differences
that the employers had used to keep them apart. Workers
and intellectuals around the world rallied in defense of the
anarchists Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, accused
of murder in 1920 and executed in 1927 in Boston.

In this turmoil Anna met Meyer Lederman, pictured
above in 1922 with her. He styled himself something of a
“socialist Zionist,” though | never knew what he meant by
that. There was, among the socialist leaning Jewish
workers of the period and going back to the late 1800s, a
trend to argue that wherever there was a Jew, the Jewish
nation existed. This group refused to integrate themselves
into the revolutionary organizations of the nations in which
they lived, demanding a separate organization for themselves. This strand of socialism sparked
debates in the garment workers movement. Perhaps this was a fundamental disagreement
between Anna and Meyer; that | do not know. After the Communist Party was formed, she
became part of that movement, but she and Meyer remained friends to the end of his life.

But somewhere in the early 1920s she met
George Rosenbaum, whose last name she would
assume without ever getting married. George
never became a citizen.. Anna considered him an
anarchist if he had any definitive political
philosophy. He made friends with people on
Book Row in Manhattan, worked in the Dauber
and Pine used book shop, and then opened up
his own store as the depression deepened. The
store went out of business in a few years, and
from the store he took what he thought were
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some of the valuable titles and about 25 volumes of Russian and Soviet politics and history. The
fear of deportation hung over his head throughout his life. His and Anna's memory of the Palmer
raids to arrest and deport radicals (1919-1920) revived in the post WWII McCarthy witch hunt.

From this union came my sisterin 1928, and me in 194 2.

I'm thinking of Anna today, June 24, of course,
since she would have been 120 years old on this
day. But there's more. We are immigrants, the
objects of the kind of hatred that the presidential
race in the U.S. today is stoking. My people would
have been those Trump would ban from
immigration; after all, we bore the infection of
Bolshevism. We were the wave upon wave of
immigrants who took jobs from Americans in the
steel plants and stockyards, driving the wages
down. We were the scum feared by the voters in the
British election to exit the European Union. I'm
thinking of Anna today, because the
Lithuanian/Russian border is today even more a
figment of the political imagination, as is the U.S./
Mexican border.

In the era of globalization information flows
freely, ignoring borders. Capitalist relations have
flown freely to the far reaches of the earth, leaving
no nation untouched. Attempts to limit labor
migration fail very much for the reason that labor
follows the trail of capital and information. You can
no more build a wall against labor than you can
against electrons. But just as in 1919, when John
Reed wrote to my mother, the new ideas and experiences of the immigrants in our society add to
our understanding of the world. A social revolution is brewing today, even more than in 1919,
because of the globalization and the electronic/technological revolution that has taken place.

Anna died in 1983, the same year that the bookstore | worked in got a computer. She would
not recognize the world of today, almost 100 years after the third Russian Revolution of 1917. She
would see instantly that the expectations of her working class life no longer beckon to the class
created by the computer. And | suspect she'd quickly understand, that broad equality of poverty
represents something fundamentally different in the new class structure of America and the
world. Her generation could expect to participate in the expanding economic benefits accruing to
workers. Reforms would take care of that. This generation can only reform society by taking it
over, by wresting power from those who control the means of producing what we need to survive.
By wresting power from those who are accelerating their calls to ban immigrants and build walls.

Our ideas and hopes, which come from the lived experience of our expectations, pose the real
danger to the rich and powerful. | think Anna would be eager to distribute these ideas, just as she
was called on to distribute the ideas of her generation.
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One November Afternoon

Maureen Peifer, Chicago

Another dreary November day, gray clouds scudding across the lake sky, the small strip that
could be seen from the multi-paned windows in Sister Mary Henry Clare's Latin class. Early
afternoon, sophomore year. Glancing out, wishing | were walking along the breakfront at
Montrose Harbor instead of hearing the endless alternate clacking of Sister Henry Clare's false
teeth closing just before her lips did and the huge black rosary beads suspended from her habit's
concealed belt smacking into each other, as she vigorously shouted out, '*-BO, -BA, -Bl, -BIMUS,
-BITUS, -BUNT,"” punching her arms cheerleader style to help us memorize the first conjugation
Latin verb endings (and you know, it worked! | still know 'em).

“Come on, girls, louder now, again, -BO, -BA, -BI, -BIMUS, -BITUS, -BUNT !
Left side go!”

“Right side, that's it you're winning! Front row! Now, back row!”

“Christ,” | thought,” will she ever shut up!”

Clack, clack, clack, clack-clack, clack-clack, clack.

Suddenly, the PA box crackled mid- bimus and our principal Sister Mary Rosetta's voice came
haltingly through,” Girls, bad news. The president's been shot in Dallas. School is canceled for the
remainder of the day. You are to gather your belongings and go home immediately. Do not, | repeat,
do not stop along the way. Go straight home, using your normal route.”

Sister Mary Henry Clare threw herself to the floor, on her knees, keening loudly from deep in
her gut, fingering her rosary beads.

“Let us pray, girls ,before you leave. Let us pray a decade together for him.” We all knelt
unthinkingly, tears rolling down some faces, shock and incomprehension on others.

“Our Father who art in heaven,” Henry Clare began, and blindly we prayed along. ''forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

Midway through, the PA crackled again and Rosetta's tearful voice came through. "Our
beloved President Kennedy has died girls at 1:43 p.m. in Dallas. Pray for his soul as you leave. Go
straight home and,” voice cracking now, “pray!”

Sister Mary Henry Clare was now fully prostrate, weeping shoulders shaking. “Just go, just
go,” she muttered without lifting her face. “Do as Sister Rosetta said. God help us all.”

Numb, silent, we shuffled out, pulling on coats and jackets over our blue and gray uniforms,
mindlessly stuffing books and papers in bookbags, grabbing purses, bus passes, filing out of the
building to catch the 141 Sheridan or the Irving Park or the 36 Broadway home.
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No one thought to do anything but what we were told, even the punkiest greasers among us.
Crying, stunned, we walked to our bus stops- the usual small crowd to Broadway and Irving where
the 36 would carry us to Rogers Park and - what ? - home ?

Would there ever be home again?

Would the world ever be the same with no John F. Kennedy?
Was it because he was Catholic?

Too young? Too handsome?

Who could do such a thing?

That November 22nd, 1963, hate and death entered my world.

Maureen Peifer is a Chicagoan with a lifelong love of literature, writing, travel, and teaching. She is currently the school
librarian at a Montessori school where she previously taught. Her summers are spent in Amsterdam, which inspired this
poem.
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Pilot Terror

Kathy Powers, Chicago (September 2001)

Infinite reports immerse our senses,

Colossal towers melt to charred rubble,

Mighty radio transmitters relay immutable silence
Abandoned cars populate parking lot cemeteries.

A voiceless nation mutely scrambles,
Prepares never-used trauma stations,
Collects unneeded blood and organs:
Powdered remains need no nourishment.

Skyjackers, people-erasers expunge
Big Apple's workforce to DNA dust.
Vapors spew acrid breath over
Body-part raindrops.

Tacit pandemonium watchers, struck dumb in awe,
Monitor newspeak and comprehend not,
Why terrorists airbrush NYC's skyline in
Smoldering, sooty, steely, smoked down.

I am a civil rights activist who developed my passions from coping with bipolar disorder symptoms. I have a tagline:
"Advocacy is my therapy." Through advocacy I have discovered truth and beauty in helping people and sharing art.
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Spoon

Viola Lee, Chicago

She ate from it often when | bought it for her.

| fed her warm, buttered sweet potatoes, airy

avocados with pinch of lime, food full of love

and food full of good fat. She became curious

and so | showed her how how to use it, my hand

over hers and our hands moving towards her mouth, food
moving into body, insisting on using it alone. She will grow
into decades passing and this spoon will be mixed

in with bamboo skewers, a silver egg beater

never ever once used, and a black vegetable

peeler we thought was gone. Years and years will go by
and that same spoon will be tossed and thrown in box

to grow dusty and old in a closet somewhere

in a very fast smart expensive city where

she and her loved one will fall asleep as all young

lovers do and they will hold each other tightly

in the shape of C: C for carnage, cooling,

covering then spooning each other, drunk with calm,
fertile and full of want. A cycle will begin

and the spoon will move out and will move towards the mouth
of a different daughter providing the best of

what is full, imperfect constantly moving towards

that warmth, that heat, feeding that part of you, her, me,
all of us as we age even in the daylight

growing large and round, full.

Viola Lee was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois. She studied Poetry at Loyola University Chicago and received her MFA
from New York University. Her poem City of Neighborhoods was published in an anthology of Chicago poetry called City
of the Big Shoulders which was published by the University of [owa Press. Her manuscript Lightening after the Echo was
published by Another New Calligraphy last year. She teaches 6-9 year olds at Near North Montessori School and lives in
Chicago with her husband, her son and her daughter.
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Swarga in America

Souvik Dutta, Chicago

Niagara Falls is a favorite tourist destination of all Indians. | still remember the fun-filled trip
Amrita and | had with a bunch of friends back in 2010. We took the Amtrak from Chicago to
Buffalo, and then rented a car from there. Of course, | have visited Niagara Falls again with family
visiting from India.

Digging deep into the history of a place is my inherent nature. | cannot help it, this weirdness
about me. During our first trip to Niagara Falls, like any other tourist who visits the grand and great
Americas, we took a tour. One of the places the tour guide took us to was a museum in the falls.
The one portrait that caught my attention was that of a Native American girl riding a canoe into the
falls. The portrait had a caption - “The Legend of the White Canoe.” | asked my tour guide about it,
but he couldn't satisfy my curiosity, so | did what | have always done (and love doing), | researched
this further.

Six tribes (Cayuga, Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Seneca and Tuscarora) were the first settlers
in the region of the Great Lakes. These nations (tribes) formed the powerful northeast Native
American confederacy, also called the Iroquois Confederacy. The Iroquois people had their own
legends. They believed that at the bottom of the Great Falls lived Hinon, the god of thunder and
lightning.

There are many versions of the legend of the white canoe. Some say a girl of the Oneida tribe
was being married to a person against her wishes, so she glided in her white canoe, offering
herself to Hinon who accepted her as his bride. Others say the girl was offered as a sacrifice to
Hinon to protect the people from untimely death, and she became the bride of Hinon or one of his
sons. Nevertheless, in all versions, this maiden (Lelawala) becomes the Maid of the Mist.

However, | was more interested in the Native American legends of Hinon. Hinon was
particularly worshiped for a great deed he did for the people of the region. Just after creation, the
waters of the Great Lakes were stolen and captured by the great serpent demon Oniare. Hinon
fearlessly fought the demon, defeated him and freed the waters of the Earth (the Great Lakes).
Hinon is said to hurl his thunderbolt on wrongdoers to punish them, and is also known to fancy
beautiful women of the tribes, fathering demi-gods with them.

| would now like to draw a parallel between the Hinon legends of the Iroquois tribe with a
culture separated by thousands of miles on the other side of the planet, the Vedic culture.
indrasya nu viryani pra vocam yani cakara prathamani vajri |

I will now describe the numerous deeds of the valorous Indra, starting with the most important of all, the
Thunder-wielder.

ahannahimanvapastatarda pra vaksana abhinat parvatanam ||
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He slew the Dragon, then disclosed the waters, and cleft the channels of the mountain torrents.
ahannahim parvate sisriyanam tvastasmai vajram svaryam tataksa |
He slew the Dragon lying on the mountain. his heavenly bolt of thunder Tvastar fashioned.
vasrd iva dhenavah syandamana arijah samudramava jaghmurapah ||
Like lowing kine in rapid flow descending the waters glided downward to the ocean.

~ Rk Veda, Hym 1.32

The story of the battle between Vritta & Indra is well-recorded in the Rk Veda and numerous
other Puranas. The story goes that the waters of the world were captured by the serpent demon
Vritta, and Indra fought a terrible battle, defeating the serpent demon and freeing the waters of the
world.

One can hardly ignore the parallels between Hinon and Indra. Both are known to be
promiscuous, wield a thunderbolt, and fight a serpent demon to free the waters of the world. If we
bring in Greek and Roman myths into this same tale, we can say that the similarities between
Hinon, Indra, Zeus and Jupiter cannot be ruled out by mere coincidence. Land masses separated
by mighty oceans and seas, towering mountains and dense forests, share the same legends
cutting across time and civilization - can we just rule this out by saying these are nothing but tall
tales of human imagination?

My mother-in-law, while riding the "Maid of the Mist" and entering the dense fall area of the
Niagara Falls, looked at me and said “Souvik, if there is a Swarga it is here.” | don't really think she
was wrong, Indra does live in Swarga.

Souvik Dutta works as an IT professional in Chicago, IL and lives with his wife Amrita and son Hridaan. His
passion includes study of ancient scriptures, texts and obscure works of Vedic sages. He lectures in and around
the country on Vedic philosophies.

81



Does Art Have to be Smart?

Shreya Datta

What is art? It seems difficult to define a word that encompasses so many ideas, although
people have tried since ancient times. The attempts range from Aristotle's definition of “the
realization in external form of a true idea,” to Georgia O'Keeffe's “filling a space in a beautiful
way,” to Marcel Duchamp's definition of art as a “habit-forming drug.” These definitions give us a
basis for defining art, but they do not address the connotations art has in society. To some, art can
seem ambiguous, mysterious, or even pretentious. When thinking of art, an expensive art gallery
in a well-to-do neighborhood may come to mind and can make it seem inaccessible. It can feel as if
art has to have some sort of abstract meaning or it cannot be considered art. But art does not have
to have a deep meaning and it can come in many different forms. Art can simply be defined as any
creative work of expression.

In my own experience with art, I've always felt like | had to figure out what it really meant. |
can remember visits to art galleries when | was younger when | would walk around the gallery and
stare at paintings until | beat a meaning out of them. | would wrack my brain for some sort of
abstract message behind each and every painting because | thought art had to have a deeper
meaning that what | saw on paper. | felt that if art did not emanate some sort of message that
promoted world peace or illustrated the difficult lives of people less fortunate than |, it could not be
considered art. So in a place specifically designated as an art gallery, in my mind, every painting
had to mean something. Even today | feel pressure to look for the deeper meaning behind art.
Whenever | read poetry, for example, | feel as if I'm not doing the words justice if | do not see
something more than the words printed on the page. When | read poetry and the message behind
the words elude me, | feel as though I'm incapable of understanding true art. From a young age |
felt as if all art had to have that meaning, but art can simply be beautiful and nothing else. Art does
not always have to make one feel something. It does not always have to have universal themes or
help people escape reality. Art can be any creative work of expression, it can have no other
purpose but to be beautiful. Sometimes art can be taken for what it is directly in front of you, and
you do not have to search for a meaning.

Art can come in many unexpected forms other than painting in an art gallery. Art includes
different forms such as literature, music, and dance. Spoken word such as a public address or a
soliloquy can be art as well since they can be creative and expressive. Music can be used to
express feeling and emotion as well. Not only is creating music art, but the way someone plays
music can be too. Even if someone plays a piece or sings a song composed by someone else, their
own style of singing and playing can be creative and expressive and be considered art. Other
forms of art include makeup, interior design, and fashion. The way someone puts on makeup,
decorates a house, or designs a dress all require creativity and can all be used as means of self-
expression and creativity. Art does not just have to be in the form of a painting.

It can sometimes feel as if art must have a meaning or that it belongs in art galleries. Art can
seem inaccessible and difficult to understand. Art, however, does not have to have some sort of
underlying meaning. Art can just be aesthetically pleasing and can still be considered art and can
come in many unexpected forms. Art doesn't have to be hard to understand - it can be simple.
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Dawn Train

Balarka Banerjee, Sydney

Somehow | always imagined you on a train
A dawn train curving through the countryside
You

The first to awake in the carriage

Tip toe and sway between the sleeping bodies
To make your way to the very end

Where you kick open the door

Step down the last step

And swing yourself out into the dawn chill
The sound of the train is gone

You can only hear the country heaving
Speaking in rhythm and rhyme

Vast plains of brown and green

Stretching to the smoky morning horizon
Only punctuated by curious cows

The tracks race alongside you

The wires race alongside you
Criss-crossing and bouncing off each other
Just to keep up with you

The orange glow in the eastern grey
Suddenly breaks out into a yellow glare
The first light catches you unaware

As you close your eyes

And smile

The smile | have only ever seen you smile
As you sometimes lay dreaming

As | tried not to wake you

You smile into the dawn

Your hair in rebellion behind you

Even the morning chill

Warms itself against your glow
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Kissing your cheeks pink

Before it goes

Whispering reassuringly in your ears

The way | always did

Stripping away your burdens and fears

The way | never could
You hear the country heave
With your secrets

You

You pass the country station
Where these trains don't stop
But only slow down

You don't see the station master
Whose job it is to keep

The trains on time

And loneliness company

But he sees you

On a train

Just like he has always imagined
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Jhe fat/;er al/ jﬁex ! This massive ﬁz’ffy furg]aean ﬁex was sunning /fz'm&e&“ and
fumurz'atz'nj in the summer warmth zfﬁer a coof néy/ft on the Jf(vJaeJ (y[‘ the 369/;07*11,
Dwitzerland. ﬁez’nj eaen'fy 500 {7 he ejﬁ%rtfe&s scratched his hide quarters with the

massive > p arabolic korns ke goort&/
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