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My Poetic Side Bio: https://mypoeticside.com/poets/jaroslav-seifert-poems

Nobel.org life sketch: https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1984/seifert/facts/

Authorscalender Bio: http://authorscalendar.info/jseifert.htm

Poetry foundation: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/jaroslav-seifert

1
2
3
4. Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaroslav_Seifert
5
6

New Yorker article after Siefert's death: https:/www.nytimes.com/1986/01/11/obituaries/
jaroslav-seifert-czech-poet-is-dead.html

10




FfRT &

G SIF SAAF A
it e -

9 (5T YR e A<,
QU AT S,

RO (GTF AT WA |
(AT LT e = |

1 T2 SR TG
2R, WA SR |

ity st f2foe @er
“ofroid ©g” 72 T ¢ T
] QT (K |

CHR AT (ot e,
QRIS Giferey e 2
SR QAT FIRIG! |
“TIICA, SR S -l s,
ST !, N #itel @l fram,
AR ATSF S FL THFA |
OIS W IEE (ANY, YT 1”7

Syd SN YT ife

wgte WIS 2RI 6w
BF WIS | T8 !
AP T AOLIHS
%3 #1e 2= = |

TLE (BB vy LT (TN
2L IR0 (&R

(514 I (S OIRCS P |
w2y, Pyl (12 SHSIE ISy,
7 T, TAB (AL

T T | fgfae T,
2SI €Tl 54,

ee, 43 ...

«Z o e .
T, TEYH CSHA (0
TS bfet, I[ <17,

vy (12 e Sfretaa s |
IF (FES At
ifs 7 e
8 1 (14 =Y |

To Be a Poet

Life taught me long ago

that music and poetry

are the most beautiful things on earth
that life can give us.

Except for love, of course.

In an old textbook

published by the Imperial Printing House
in the year of Vrchlicky's death

I looked up the section on poetics

and poetic ornament.

Then I placed a rose in a tumbler,
lit a candle

and started to write my first verses.
Flare up, flame of words,

and soar,

even if my fingers get burned!

A startling metaphor is worth more

than a ring on one's finger.

But not even Puchmajer's Rhyming Dictionary
was any use to me.

In vain I snatched for ideas

and fiercely closed my eyes

in order to hear that first magic line.

But in the dark, instead of words,
I saw a woman's smile and
wind-blown hair.

That has been my destiny.
And I've been staggering towards it breathlessly
all my life.
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An Umbrella from Piccadilly

If you're at your wits' end concerning love
try falling in love again

say, with the Queen of England.

Why not!

Her features are on every postage stamp
of that ancient kingdom.

But if you were to ask her

for a date in Hyde Park

you can bet that

you'd wait in vain.

If you've any sense at all
you'll wisely tell yourself:
Why of course, [ know:

it's raining in Hyde Park today.

When he was in England

my son bought me in London's Piccadilly
an elegant umbrella.

Whenever necessary

I now have above my head

my own small sky

which may be black

but in its tensioned wire spokes

God's mercy may be flowing like

an electric current.

I open my umbrella even when it's not raining,
as a canopy

over the volume of Shakespeare's sonnets

I carry with me in my pocket.

But there are moments when I am frightened
even by the sparkling bouquet of the universe.
Outstripping its beauty

it threatens us with its infinity

and that is all too similar

to the sleep of death.

It also threatens us with the void and frostiness
of its thousands of stars

which at night delude us

with their gleam.

The one we have named Venus
is downright terrifying.

Its rocks are still on the boil
and like gigantic waves
mountains are rising up

and burning sulphur falls.

We always ask where hell is.
It is there!

13




But what use is a fragile umbrella
against the universe?

Besides, I don't even carry it.

I have enough of a job

to walk along

clinging close to the ground

as a nocturnal moth in daytime

to the coarse bark of a tree.

All my life I have sought the paradise
that used to be here,

whose traces I have found

only on women's lips

and in the curves of their skin

when it 1s warm with love.

All my life I have longed

for freedom.

At last I've discovered the door
that leads to it.

It is death.

Now that I'm old

some charming woman's face

will sometimes waft between my lashes
and her smile will stir my blood.

Shyly I turn my head

and remember the Queen of England,
whose features are on every postage stamp
of that ancient kingdom.

God save the Queen!

Oh yes, I know quite well:
it's raining in Hyde Park today.
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Fragment of a Letter

All night rain lashed the windows.
I couldn't go to sleep.

So I switched on the light

and wrote a letter.

If love could fly,

as of course it can't,

and didn't so often stay close to the ground,
it would be delightful to be enveloped

in its breeze.

But like infuriated bees

jealous kisses swarm down upon
the sweetness of the female body
and an impatient hand grasps
whatever it can reach,

and desire does not flag.

Even death might be without terror
at the moment of exultation.

But who has ever calculated
how much love goes
into one pair of open arms!

Letters to women
I always sent by pigeon post.
My conscience is clear.

I never entrusted them to
Sparrowhawks or goshawks.

Under my pen the verses dance no longer
and like a tear in the corner of an eye

the word hangs back.

And all my life, at its end,

is now only a fast journey on a train:

I'm standing by the window of the carriage
and day after day

speeds back into yesterday

to join the black mists of sorrow.

At times I helplessly catch hold

of the emergency brake.

Perhaps I shall once more catch sight
of a woman's smile,

trapped like a torn-off flower

on the lashes of her eyes.

Perhaps I may still be allowed

to send those eyes at least one kiss
before they're lost to me in the dark.

Perhaps once more I shall even see
a slender ankle

chiseled like a gem

out of warm tenderness,

so that I might once more

half choke with longing.

How much is there that man must leave behind
as the train inexorably approaches

Lethe Station

with its plantations of shimmering asphodels
amidst whose perfume everything is forgotten.
Including human love.

That is the final stop:
the train goes no further.
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And Now Goodbye

To all those million verses in the world
I've added just a few.

They probably were no wiser than a cricket's chirrup.

I know. Forgive me.
I'm coming to the end.

They weren't even the first footmarks
in the lunar dust.

If at times they sparkled after all

it was not their light.

I loved this language.

And that which forces silent lips

to quiver

will make young lovers kiss

as they stroll through red-gilded fields
under a sunset

slower than in the tropics.

Poetry is with us from the start.

Like loving,

like hunger, like the plague, like war.

At times my verses were embarrassingly
foolish.

But I make no excuse.

I believe that seeking beautiful words
is better

than killing and murdering.
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Prasanta Chatterjee — 76 years. Retired from Indian army on 1978. Later worked at Indian postal
service. Retired on 2001. Passionate footballer. Played for Indian army team. Stays at Gopalnagar,
Kolaghat, East Midnapore, West Bengal, India.
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